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Brown Fish Owl by Steve Grimwade



Saturday 10th May
Most of the group met early for our flight to Istanbul which eventually took off slightly later than planned but still
within the time limits to catch our connecting flight to Gaziantep later in the afternoon.

As we came in to land at Istanbul with views of the Bosphorus, we suddenly went up as there was congestion on
the runway! We circled the city and eventually made it down to find that we were thirty minutes late for our next
flight. After queuing at Passport/visa control we made a mad dash through the domestic terminal to find that
luckily there were still people waiting to board the flight!

On the plane we met up with Jane and Chris who had travelled from California and Kent respectively and had
both spent a few days visiting the sights of Istanbul. We were so happy to see them and not to have missed the
flight and we were soon on our way.

Arriving at Gaziantep, we collected our luggage except for one bag and we were assured it would turn up the
following day! After meeting up with our guide Mitko, we loaded up the vehicles and headed to our hotel in the
city of Gaziantep where we had just a short time before tucking in to our evening meal which went down well.

It was then off to bed to get some rest before our first full day of birding in Turkey.

Sunday 11th May

We met for breakfast at 7am and whilst the group were tucking in, Steve and Mitko were sorting out a second
vehicle that had just been delivered. Formalities done, we were soon off through the city and heading to a site to
the north. The journey produced a few LAUGHING DOVE which flew over and when we stopped for fuel several
of the group saw SERINS on some nearby waste ground.

As we reached the first birding site, several RED-RUMPED SWALLOWS, a pair of SOMBRE TITS and a SPOTTED
FLYCATCHER were seen nearby. After parking in the Main Street, we slowly wandered up a goat track to a
wonderful area of rocky, scrub-covered hillsides. A fine male WHITE-THROATED ROBIN was seen perched on top
of a bush and a few minutes later, the female was seen hopping about a dry-stone wall. Other species on our
way up included the incredibly numerous BLACK-EARED WHEATEARS, OLIVACEOUS WARBLER, BLACK-HEADED
BUNTING, WILLOW WARBLER and BLACKCAP.




Scanning the rocky outcrops paid dividends with EASTERN ROCK NUTHATCH perched up plus a fine male
CINEREOUS BUNTING singing away in the hot sunshine. A LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD soared in front of the rocky
outcrop and below us sat a WHITE-SPECTACLED BULBUL.

After a steep section of the walk, the path levelled out and suddenly across the path flew a superb male KURDISH
WHEATEAR that went into its nest just up the slope. The bird flew back and forth and gave reasonable views as it
did so. Up on the rocky crag, an EASTERN ROCK NUTHATCH went crazy as a small flock of ROCK SPARROWS tried
to get access to its nest.

Carrying on our walk we had our first views of CRETZSCHMAR'’S BUNTING on a rock whilst it was carrying food,
so without disturbing it we carried on and a few minutes later came across two female and a male FINSCH'S
WHEATEAR in an open rocky area, which although not close, gave good views. By now the sun was beating down
and this encouraged plenty of butterflies to fly, including BLACK-VEINED WHITE, SPOTTED and LESSER SPOTTED
FRITILLARIES, EASTERN FESTOON and a BALKAN COPPER. Reaching an old orchard gave us the chance to catch
up with one of Turkey’s specialities, UPCHER’S WARBLER which gave good views as it flew from bush to bush and
it perched on a rock where we had good scope views.

On reaching our final spot we connected with a small flock of BIMACULATED LARK, several of which showed well
on stone piles on the plateau. Other species of note here included a flock of 40 EUROPEAN BEE-EATER, CRESTED
LARK and PEREGRINE.

We then walked back down the mountain path and took a short drive to our lunch spot where we enjoyed a
picnic. LESSER WHITETHROATS sang from the scrub and BLACK-HEADED BUNTING, SOMBRE TIT and RED-RUMPED
SWALLOW were noted.

Female Black-eared Wheatear by Steve Grimwade Yellow-throated Sparrow by Steve Grimwade

Leaving the area we drove eastwards and after a while, stopped in a large area of Pistachio trees, where almost
immediately we had good views of a pair of YELLOW-THROATED SPARROW as they fed and perched in a tree. A
pair of TURTLE DOVE flew through briefly before we slowly drove along the road seeing HOOPOE, CRESTED LARK
and a pair of RUFOUS BUSH ROBIN on the ground.

Our last birding site of the day was a reservoir where LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD perched on some boulders and
both RED-BACKED and WOODCHAT SHRIKE took advantage of the many insects that were flying around. Reaching
the edge of the reservoir, it was pretty smelly but this attracted insects and both PALLID and COMMON SWIFT fed
very close to us offering good photo opportunities.

Over the next hour or so we found three pairs of SPUR-WINGED PLOVER, BLACK-WINGED STILTS, WOOD
SANDPIPERS, RUFF, four LITTLE STINT, three SHELDUCK, CATTLE EGRETS and a male GARGANEY. The highlight was
a pair of DESERT FINCH that fed in short grass on a track before being disturbed by a passing car. A smart male
LESSER GREY SHRIKE was spotted near the water’s edge and a BEE-EATER hawked insects close to the vehicle.



River Euphrates by Steve Grimwade

We then drove eastwards and a short while later, arrived at Birecik. As we crossed the River Euphrates, a smart
PYGMY CORMORANT flew past whilst under the bridge we noted two COOTS.

After checking in at our hotel we were able to have a cool shower before meeting in the downstairs restaurant,
where we enjoyed a great local meal of either Chicken or Fish which was delicious. Whilst waiting for our meal to
arrive, a couple of BALD IBIS were seen flying along the river as the sun was setting, a fine end to the day.

Monday 12th May
We all met at 6.00am for a journey to an area of gravel-pits close to the river. As we drove along a dirt track, we came
across a small number of BALD IBIS feeding on Chicken manure close to the road, along with a single ROOK.

A FERRUGINOUS DUCK flew past and as it did so it clipped overhead wires but fortunately it got away unscathed.
Scanning the reedy pools and scrub produced plenty of birds including our first MENETRIES WARBLERS and
GRACEFUL PRINIAS as well as LITTLE BITTERN, GREAT REED WARBLER, PIED KINGFISHER, RED CRESTED POCHARD
and a swimming GRASS SNAKE.

Exploring the tracks, we found good numbers of DEAD SEA SPARROW including some very confiding birds
showing close to the path. Overhead flew small flocks of ROSE-COLOURED STARLING and a mixed flock of both
BLACK-HEADED and SLENDER-BILLED GULLS. A SPUR-WINGED PLOVER defended his territory against a LONG-
LEGGED BUZZARD and two DESERT FINCH were seen briefly along the track.

PURPLE and SQUACCO HERON flew over along with CATTLE and LITTLE EGRET and as we walked back to the vans
we had good views of more MENETRIES WARBLERS and GRACEFUL PRINIAS. Unfortunately we failed to locate any
Iraq Babblers so would have to go back the next day.

We then returned for a later breakfast than planned before driving eastwards for around an hour. Whilst driving
we saw a few ROLLERS on wires and a SHORT-TOED EAGLE circled an adjacent field. We turned off onto a dirt track
and soon found our first PALE ROCK SPARROWS of the tour, along with good numbers of ISABELLINE WHEATEAR,
SHORT TOED LARK and lots of HOUSE SPARROWS.



Bald Ibis by Steve Grimwade

The track took us through some superb habitat with one of the highlights being up to 10 SEE-SEE PARTRIDGE
that gave some good views as they ran through the grass, occasionally sitting on boulders. A stop to stretch our
legs produced a few RUFOUS BUSH ROBIN and UPCHER'S WARBLER and in a small plantation we found SPOTTED

FLYCATCHER, COMMON REDSTART and TURTLE DOVE.

Further along we found a small herd of GOITERED GAZELLE and had good views of FINSCH'S WHEATEARS in
the rocky wadi’s. It was then time for a late lunch and whilst enjoying our picnic we found LITTLE OWL, LESSER
SHORT-TOED LARK and SHORT-TOED LARK amongst the very common CRESTED LARK. We then drove through
the town of Sanliufa, heading out into more open country with RED BACKED SHRIKES, BLACK-HEADED BUNTINGS
and CORN BUNTINGS perched on roadside wires.

A little while later we arrived at a colony of both BLUE-CHEEKED and EUROPEAN BEE-EATERS and our time here
was absolutely fantastic with amazing views of these brightly coloured birds, as they perched on the mound and
flew around us. Another LITTLE OWL perched up close to us and over fields to the west we had distant views of
GULL-BILLED TERNS.

Dead Sea Sparrow by Steve Grimwade Isabelline Wheatear by Steve Grimwade




Blue-cheeked Bee-eater by Steve Grimwade

We then left the area for our drive back to Birecik which was taken on good roads. A WHITE STORK and SYRIAN
WOODPECKER were seen from the van before we arrived in the town. A quick detour was made to see both
ALPINE and LITTLE SWIFT which nest on the cliffs adjacent to the river.

On our return to the hotel, we had time for a shower before another very enjoyable dinner to round off the day.

Tuesday 13th May

Once again we met at 6am for our second excursion to the gravel-pits where we spotted a single BALD IBIS feeding
close to the van. We drove slowly along a track which produced a RED FOX and while we stopped to look at it there
were two IRAQ BABBLERS in the reeds in front of it!

Absolutely delighted, we scoped these new colonists to the area and had reasonable scope views as they perched
up in the reeds. A small pit on front of us held MENETRIES WARBLER, GRACEFUL PRINIA and a pair of DESERT
FINCH, whilst nearby were around six ROLLERS and several BLACK-HEADED BUNTING.

CATTLE EGRET, NIGHT HERONS and PYGMY CORMORANTS flew overhead and a PIED KINGFISHER zipped past. A
distant flock of Sandgrouse were seen and were most likely BLACK-BELLIED but were too distant to be sure.

With our main target achieved, we drove to the Gulhane Tea Gardens where an agitated STARLING revealed
the presence of a PALLID SCOPS OWL roosting in a tree. Getting a good angle on the bird was difficult but we
all managed to get good views as it quietly sat there. It was then back for breakfast which was fulfilling and
afterwards we said goodbye to Birecik and headed westwards, back to Gaziantep Airport where Martin’s bag had
at last turned up!



Whilst Mitko and Martin were in the terminal, the rest of the group had stunning views of a RUFOUS BUSH ROBIN
perched on the perimeter fence where it was singing.

Rufous Bush Robin by Steve Grimwade

From here we had a long drive westward towards Adana before we stopped for lunch at an area of gravel-pits.
On the first pond some of the group had brief views of a pair of WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER at the far end but
they flew off into a deeper part of the wood. EASTERN OLIVACEOUS WARBLER were numerous as were RUFOUS
BUSH ROBINS.

A walk around the pits produced a few NIGHT HERON plus CATTLE & LITTLE EGRET and good numbers of BALKAN
POND TERRAPIN loafing on the sheltered banks. PAINTED LADY and EASTERN BATH WHITE BUTTERFLIES flitted
along the tracks before we tucked into a picnic that Mitko had prepared.

Afterwards we took a walk to the river and saw PENDULINE TIT by the bridge and more EASTERN OLIVACEOUS
WARBLERS. A SHORT-TOED EAGLE soared over a distant ridge and down river a flock of 11 GLOSSY IBIS flew over.
As we started to leave, a WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER flew across the river and away. The walk back to the van
produced a LITTLE BITTERN that flew over the path.

We then left the area for another 3 hour drive towards the mountains and we made a stop close to our hotel
where a beautiful double rainbow formed over the stunning peaks. After reaching the hotel we had some time
to get ready before tucking in to a home-cooked meal. We then retired for the night as we had an early start the
next day.

Wednesday 14th May
We met at 3.30am and after coffee and chocolate biscuits, climbed aboard a trailer that was towed by a tractor and
driven by our host Hassan for an hour journey up to approximately 2400m above sea level.

It wasn't too bumpy and although still dark you could see the magnificent peak of Demirkazik in the moonlight.
Halfway up, half of the group got out as we reached an area of loose gravel and they walked up around half a
kilometre to meet up again. Eventually we arrived at a plateau just below the high peaks and set up our scopes
on the cliffs.



Demirkasik by Steve Grimwade

Within a few minutes, Hassan had located our first CASPIAN SNOWCOCK perched high on a crag and although
distant, we had reasonable scope views. The Snowcock calls were curlew-like and echoed down from the cliffs.
A Snowcock was spotted directly in front of us and it was great to see this large game bird calling, camouflaged
against the rocks. A WALLCREEPER was seen briefly flitting across the rock face before flying directly past the
Snowcock perched on the rocks!

Whilst watching these, there were plenty of other species to keep us occupied including some confiding
SNOWFINCH that fed unconcerned around us. Several RADDE'S ACCENTORS were present although quite flighty,
especially when the larger and more aggressive ALPINE ACCENTORS came on the scene.

Caspian Snowcock by Steve Grimwade

Both RED-BILLED and ALPINE CHOUGH could be seen both on the ground and in flight around us and on the cliffs
we had good views of many NORTHERN WHEATEAR of the paler white-breasted race libanotica. Scanning the
rocks and cliffs produced a stunning male ROCK THRUSH and our first CRIMSON-WINGED FINCHES of the Asian
form, a potential future split from the North African race.



Radde’s Accentor by Steve Grimwade Asia Minor Souslik by Steve Grimwade

After a hot tea or coffee most of the group wandered down to a small spring, where plenty of ASIA MINOR
SOUSLIKS ran around and could be seen perched on rocks enjoying the morning sun. Eventually we spotted
another two of our target birds, RED-FRONTED SERIN and HORNED LARK of the paler race pencillata. The former
flitted around the boulders and the black and red head markings glowed in the light.

We then got back into the trailer for our journey down to around halfway, where we walked down to an area of
sheep fields. The walk produced CRAG MARTINS, ROCK BUNTING, female BLUE ROCK THRUSH, RED-FRONTED
SERINS and several of the group managed good views of a male WHITE-THROATED ROBIN.

Mitko picked up a male ORTOLAN BUNTING singing on a bush and we managed to get on it briefly before it
disappeared from view and in the distance, a pair of WHITE-THROATED ROBINS frequented an area of trees
and bushes.

It was then down to the hotel for brunch which was fantastic and well deserved after our early morning start. Whilst
tucking in, several TREE SPARROWS were noted on power lines close to the balcony on which we sat to eat.

We then had a siesta but most of the group chose to wander around the Cherry Orchard behind the hotel which
yielded NIGHTINGALE, our first CHAFFINCH of the tour and a pair of ORTOLAN BUNTING.

CETTI'S WARBLERS sang from the river-side as we drove northwards in the vans and just outside the village were a
pair of HORNED LARK in a field along with good numbers of RED-BILLED CHOUGH. Our first stop was a large gorge
which was being used by a group of rock climbers so we didn't expect to see much, but how wrong we were as
down by their equipment, a pair of WESTERN ROCK NUTHATCH flitted around and then a stunning WALLCREEPER
appeared and we had good but distant views as it moved around the cliff face, completely unconcerned about
the people below it.

On the mud close to the road we found plenty of blue butterflies which included mostly GREEN-UNDERSIDE
BLUES. From here we went to another area and after Mitko had paid some park rangers National Park fees we
had excellent views of a pair of RED-BACKED SHRIKE, BLACK KITE, LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD and three GOLDEN
EAGLES.

The rocky areas were home to BLACK-EARED, ISABELLINE, NORTHERN and FINCH'S WHEATEARS which were good
to see. We then drove southwards to a vast gorge where the journey yielded small flocks of ROCK SPARROW as
well as BLACK-HEADED BUNTING, LESSER GREY SHRIKE and many more birds. A walk was taken in the gorge
and over the next hour we found plenty of RED-FRONTED SERIN flying around as well as WESTERN ROCK
NUTHATCH feeding on the ground, plus a couple of male WHITE-THROATED ROBINS and many singing LESSER
WHITETHROAT.

The drive out of the gorge and to the hotel produced a perched WOODLARK and a pair of TAWNY PIPIT close to
the van. It was then time to freshen up before dinner after what had been a most amazing day.



Thursday 15th May
After a good night’s rest, we met at a more civilised time for breakfast and then loaded up the vans to begin the
journey to the coast.

After a refreshment stop we arrived at the Goksu Delta and one of our first birds was LITTLE BITTERN flying down
a reed-fringed stream. The track took us along the edge of a lagoon on one side and the sea on the other and
from here we had several views of BLACK FRANCOLIN and a distant view of a GREAT WHITE EGRET flying away.

We reached a tall watchtower which gave us a better view of the main lagoon and it didn’t take long to spot
FERRUGINOUS DUCK, around 75 RED-CRESTED POCHARD, MARSH HARRIER, PURPLE HERON and a few
LITTLE TERN. Lunch was then enjoyed on the beach and along the shoreline were KENTISH PLOVERS plus a
few CRESTED LARK thrown in for good measure. Afterwards, some of the group went for a paddle in the warm
Mediterranean Sea before we packed up and took a slow drive adjacent to a large area of shallow pools.

A LITTLE RINGED PLOVER was seen holding territory on a small pool and further on, we had good views of
MASKED SHRIKE perched in an Oleander before it flew off over the vans. In an area of dry grassland there were
a pair of STONE CURLEW and a pair of SPUR-WINGED PLOVER which were seen preparing a nest site by carefully
moving stones from a shallow depression in the ground.

Over the next couple of hours we found good numbers of waders and waterbirds including summer plumage
SPOONBILL, a very distant WHITE PELICAN, BLACK-WINGED STILT, LITTLE STINTS, GREEN SANDPIPER, CURLEW
SANDPIPERS, BAR-TAILED GODWITS of which two had very long bills and were considerably larger and may have
well been of an eastern race. Mitko walked ahead of us and beckoned us over, as he had found two stunning
BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER that fed unconcerned in the mud in front of us and we all had very good views. An
OSPREY was seen distantly and SHORT-TOED LARK grovelled on the short turf nearby.

Our journey took us around several other lagoons and more notable species included GREATER FLAMINGO,
CASPIAN GULL, LITTLE TERN, BLACK-HEADED WAGTAIL, SLENDER-BILLED GULL, a very poorly looking oiled
RINGED PLOVER and some summer plumaged SANDERLING.

Broad-billed Sandpiper by Steve Grimwade

The last leg took us through an area of agricultural land where three LITTLE OWL, BLACK-HEADED WAGTAIL and
JAY were seen before we arrived at our new hotel on the coast.

After a good shower, we walked into town where we had an excellent meal at a local restaurant before heading
back to complete the bird list.



Friday 16th May

We awoke to find bright, sunny and very warm conditions, ideal for our visit up into the hills behind our hotel.
After a good breakfast, we loaded up and drove for around 25 minutes, making a stop close to the remains
of a roman settlement. Very soon we had located a singing male RUPPELL'S WARBLER, perched on top of a
small pine. Taking a walk up the track to the top of the hill proved productive with small numbers of LONG-TAILED
TIT as well as a few MASKED SHRIKE and a couple of BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR.

The hot sun brought out lots of butterflies including BLUE-SPOT HAIRSTREAK, TREE GRAYLING and LESSER LATICE
BROWN amongst others. As we strolled down the slope, OLIVE TREE WARBLER was seen well but briefly before
disappearing into dense scrub.

With the weather warming up nicely, we left the site and drove northwards to a small gorge nearby. On the cliffs
above us we found a pair of WESTERN ROCK NUTHATCH, plus two BLUE ROCK THRUSH which showed well.

CRETZSCHMAR'’S BUNTINGS sang their Yellowhammer like song from the tops of pines and more RUPPELL'S
WARBLERS were seen including one which showed well below us.

Taking a slow walk down the road, we heard the distinctive mechanical song of an OLIVE-TREE WARBLER and
after a bit of searching we had good views as it sang from a pine. Other highlights included COMMON BUZZARD
and MASKED SHRIKES.

It was then off to lunch at a picnic site where we went for a walk whilst Mitko prepared the food. We hadn't got
far when a small party of KRUPER'S NUTHATCH were found in a pine and they gave good views as they fed each
other. CHAFFINCH were numerous and also seen were MISTLE THRUSH, SPOTTED FLYCATCHER, BLUE and COAL
TIT and BLACKBIRD.

Kruper’s Nuthatch by Steve Grimwade

We then visited the roman remains of Diocaesarea and after paying our entrance fee, took a wander around this
famous site, noting BLACK-HEADED BUNTING, BLACK-EARED and FINSCH’S WHEATEAR, SOMBRE TIT, MASKED
SHRIKE and LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER.

After a refreshing drink in the village, we drove down the road stopping at various locations, but apart from
SYRIAN WOODPECKER and a couple of RAVEN it was quiet.



Mitko then decided to spend the remaining part of the day on the Goksu Delta. As we drove along a reed-fringed
ditch we had good views of SQUACCO HERON and nearby, three WHISKERED TERN flew over.

We reached the end where we had brief views of FERRUGINOUS DUCK as well as MARSH HARRIER, PURPLE HERON
and two flocks of GLOSSY IBIS.

GREAT REED WARBLERS sang from high perches and a SAVI'S WARBLER was heard reeling. We then located a
singing male MOUSTACHED WARBLER perched up on the reeds where it gave distant but good views. In the
dense reeds we heard a brief male LITTLE CRAKE and looking along a small inlet we found a stunning GREY-
HEADED SWAMPHEN which showed well.

We then returned to the hotel where it was good to have a refreshing shower before taking a walk into town for
our evening meal.

Moustached Warbler by Steve Grimwade Grey-headed Purple Swamphen by Steve Grimwade

Saturday 17th May
With a long drive ahead of us, the group met for a pre-breakfast walk around the harbour. Small numbers of
COMMON TERN fed and a pair of RUDDY SHELDUCK flew past.

In a small park close to the harbour we had good views of several LAUGHING DOVE and WHITE-SPECTACLED
BULBUL before walking to the end of the harbour wall. A scan of the sea produced more COMMON TERN and a
first year SANDWICH TERN fishing offshore.

With time getting on we slowly walked back to the park and on arrival could hear a warbler singing. On closer
inspection it was a stunning male BARRED WARBLER and eventually we had good views as it sat in some dead
scrub.

It was then back for a good breakfast before loading up the vans and making a start on the 400km journey
towards Antalya. The journey was pretty slow due to single carriageway roads and many lorries.

Some birds were seen on the journey including PEREGRINE, SHORT-TOED EAGLE, LITTLE OWL, ALPINE SWIFT and
RED-RUMPED SWALLOW.

Lunch was enjoyed at a picnic site adjacent to the sea and although quiet for birds, we did find plenty of STARRED
AGAMA'S basking on the rocks.

We arrived at our new hotel at around 5pm and after checking in, some of the group went to the bar next door
which was next to the river. HOUSE MARTINS and YELLOW-LEGGED GULLS hawked over the river and a male
EASTERN OLIVACEOUS WARBLER was seen in trees next to us.

It was then time for a shower before meeting to walk to a local restaurant for dinner.



Ottoman Viper by Chris Cox

Sunday 18th May

After a relaxed breakfast we drove up to the Oymapinar Barrage to arrange a boat trip for the following morning.
After successful negotiation on Mitko's part, we drove northwards to a fantastic valley that climbed up to around
2000 metres above sea level.

Our first stop produced a singing male RUPPELL'S WARBLER perched high upon a conifer, whilst the warm sun
encouraged plenty of butterflies including WHITE ADMIRAL, LONG-TAILED BLUE, EASTERN ORANGE-TIP and
SOUTHERN SWALLOWTAIL.

Moving further along the valley we stopped as a male EASTERN ORPHEAN WARBLER was seen close to the van
before flying up the slope and disappearing. Another stop a kilometre further on, several EASTERN BONELLI'S
WARBLER sang and one showed well as he sang from a tall pine tree, his body shaking as he did so. Another
RUPPELL'S WARBLER was seen and perched on a distant tree was a fantastic female GOSHAWK.

The male GOSHAWK was seen displaying to the female but she didn't seem too impressed and carried on sitting
there. We then had around a 10 kilometre drive along a bumpy track to our lunch spot close to a spring. On arrival
we had excellent views of up to 12 ORTOLAN BUNTINGS that were drinking and bathing close to the vehicles.
RED-FRONTED SERINS showed well and male FINSCH’S WHEATEAR perched high on a rock.

A GOLDEN EAGLE soared over a distant peak whilst we enjoyed our picnic lunch. We then drove to the end of
the track whilst some chose to walk and along here we found small numbers of ALPINE CHOUGH, SHORELARK,
ISABELLINE WHEATEAR, ROCK SPARROW, CRIMSON-WINGED FINCH, ROCK THRUSH, SNOWFINCH and a dead
OTTOMAN VIPER that was photographed.

Afterturningaround weretraced our stepsnoting RED-BACKED SHRIKE, MISTLETHRUSH and LESSERWHITETHROAT
amongst others. We had a cup of tea at a petrol station in a local village after getting fuel and we made the drive
back to the hotel.

After a hot shower we walked into town for our evening meal which once again was delicious before heading
back to complete the bird list. It was then off to bed as we had an early start the next day.



Monday 19th May

We met at 4.45am for our drive up to Oymapinar Barrage where it was just getting light. Meeting with our
skipper for our boat excursion into Green Canyon, there seemed to be a problem with the weather. He said it was
too windy to get into the small canyon so he suggested that we had coffee and meanwhile hopefully it would
calm down.

At 6.30am we got the go ahead and boarded the boat. Inmediately we headed into the small canyon and he
cut the engines. Within a few minutes, we found a female BROWN FISH OWL perched in a tree although it was
obscured by bushes. Scanning of the opposite side yielded dividends with the male sitting behind some foliage.
Careful manoeuvring of the boat gave us clear views as the owl just sat there watching us.

After a while it flew to join the female and we continued to watch and photograph these amazing birds as they
sat on the roost tree, an absolutely amazing sight indeed! Eventually we left them and headed into the larger
canyon, passing a large rock holding a YELLOW-LEGGED GULL colony as we did so.

WESTERN ROCK NUTHATCH and several BLUE ROCK THRUSH were seen as we motored on towards the other pair
of BROWN FISH OWLS. We could see one in a small crevice but it was obscured and we realised how lucky we had
been to see the first pair so well! It was then back to terra firma and the drive back to the hotel for breakfast. We
had some spare time for resting and packing before meeting up again at 12pm to head off for a spot of birding
and later the airport.

We drove along the coast road towards Antalya and after around 30 minutes took a track down towards the sea.
Parking close to a small fishing village we wandered over a bridge and down to a viewpoint overlooking an area
where the river and sea both met.

A summer-plumaged BLACKTERN hawked over the surface often alongside a COMMON TERN. Small numbers of
waders were spotted downriver and eventually these flew past consisting of seven CURLEW SANDPIPER and a
few LITTLE STINT. Three cracking COLLARED PRATINCOLE flew over us and luckily they came back, landing on a
sand-spit with at least another 10 birds! LITTLE, SANDWICH and GULL-BILLED TERNS were seen around or along
the river and a few YELLOW-LEGGED GULL flew by.

A scan of the area produced a very distant SHORT-TOED EAGLE plus COMMON BUZZARD and a female LEVANT
SPARROWHAWK that was just too distant which was so frustrating!

After a while, a male LEVANT SPARROWHAWK flew across the river and was mobbed by HOODED CROWS and
disappeared behind bushes. It was then time for lunch in the shade before driving round to the opposite side of
the river, where although the light wasn't fantastic, we had some good views of the COLLARED PRATINCOLES as
they bathed and sat on the sandbank. Several birds showed characteristics of Black-winged Pratincoles but we
couldn’t be sure.

With time running out, we made our way back to the main road and headed to Antalya Airport where we said
goodbye to Mitko who was driving back to Bulgaria and to Jane who was flying back to Los Angeles via Istanbul
and Heathrow.

After some spare time at the airport, our flight took off on time and four hours later we touched down at
Gatwick.

It had been an amazing tour with some very special birds and good views of them all. Special thanks go to Mitko
for looking after us so well and to the group who were great, with plenty of laughs throughout the tour.



BIRD LIST

Species Scientific Name 3/4|5/6|7 10
1 LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis X
2 PYGMY CORMORANT Phalacrocorax pygmeus X | X
3 WHITE PELICAN Pelecanus onocrotalus 1
4 LITTLE BITTERN Ixobrychus minutus X | X X1 X
5 NIGHT HERON Nycticorax nycticorax X | X X1 X
6 SQUACCO HERON Ardeola ralloides XX X
7 CATTLE EGRET Bubulcus ibis X | X X
8 LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta X | X X1 X
9 GREAT WHITE EGRET Egretta albus X
10 | GREY HERON Ardea cinerea X | X X
11 | PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea X X1 X X
12 | WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia X |12 X | X X
13 | GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus N 43
14 | BALD IBIS Geronticus eremita X | X
15 | SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia 1
16 | GREATER FLAMINGO Phoenicopterus roseus 2
17 | RUDDY SHELDUCK Tadorna ferruginea
18 | SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
19 | MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos X | X X X
20 | GARGANEY Anas querquedelua
21 | RED-CRESTED POCHARD Netta rufina 1 70| 1
22 | FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca 1 111
23 | BLACKKITE Milvus migrans 1
24 | BLACK-WINGED KITE Elanus caeruleus 2
25 | MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus X | X
26 | GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis 2
27 | LEVANT SPARROWHAWK Accipiter brevipes 2
28 | COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo X | X X
Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus X X
29 | LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD Buteo rufinus X XX
30 | GOLDEN EAGLE Aquila chrysaetos 3
31 | BOOTED EAGLE Aquila pennata 1
32 | SHORT-TOED EAGLE Circaetus gallicus 11X 11X X
33 | OSPREY Pandion haliaetus 1
34 | KESTREL Falco tinnunculus XX | X|X|X X
35 | PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus X
36 | CASPIAN SNOWCOCK Tetraogallus caspius 4
37 | CHUKAR Alectoris chukar 4
38 | SEE-SEE PARTRIDGE Ammoperdix griseogularis 10
39 | BLACK FRANCOLIN Francolinus francolinus 1| H 3
40 | LITTLE CRAKE Porzana parva H
41 | MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus X | X|X X




BIRD LIST

Species Scientific Name 2|34 6|7 10
42 | GREY-HEADED SWAMPHEN Porphyrio porphyrio poliocephalus 4
43 | COOT Fulica atra 2 XX X|X
44 | BLACK-WINGED STILT Himantopus himantopus 2 1
45 | STONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus 2
46 | COLLARED PRATINCOLE Glareola pratincola 14
47 | LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius X X
48 | RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula X X
49 | KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus X X
50 | GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola 2
51 | SPUR-WINGED PLOVER Vanellus spinosus 6 | X X1 X X
52 | SANDERLING Calidris alba 4
53 | LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta 4 X X
54 | CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea X X
55 | DUNLIN Calidris alpina X
56 | BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER Limicola falcinellus 2
57 | RUFF Philomachus pugnax X X
58 | BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica 3
59 | GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus X
60 | WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola 5
61 | TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres 1 2
62 | BLACK-HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus ridibundus X | X X
63 | SLENDER-BILLED GULL Chroicocephalus genei X X
64 | LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 2| X
65 | YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis X | X X
66 | CASPIAN GULL Larus cachinnans 1
67 | GULL-BILLED TERN Gelochelidon nilotica 2 X X
68 | CASPIANTERN Hydroprogne caspia X
69 | SANDWICHTERN Sterna sandvicensis X
70 | COMMONTERN Sterna hirundo X X X
71 | LITTLETERN Sternula albifrons X | X X
72 | WHISKERED TERN Chlidonias hybrida 3
73 | BLACKTERN Chlidonias niger 1
74 | WHITE-WINGED BLACKTERN Chlidonias leucopterus 2
75 | BLACK-BELLIED SANDGROUSE | Pterocles orienalis 5
76 | ROCK DOVE Columba livia X1 XX X X
77 | WOOD PIGEON Columba palumbus X | X|X X
78 | COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto X | X|X X1 X X
79 | TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur 8 |1 X | X X
80 | LAUGHING DOVE Streptopelia senegalensis X | X|X X1 X X
81 | CUCKOO Cuculus canorus X X
82 | PALLID SCOPS OWL Otus brucei 1
83 | SCOPS OWL Otus scops H




BIRD LIST

Species Scientific Name 2|3 5|6 89|10
84 | BROWN FISH OWL Bubo zeylonensis semonowi 3
85 | LITTLE OWL Athene noctua 3 3 X
86 | SWIFT Apus apus X | X X1 X X| X[ X
87 | PALLID SWIFT Apus pallidus XX X1 X
88 | ALPINE SWIFT Tachymarptis melba 2 X | X X1 X
89 | LITTLE SWIFT Apus affinis X X
90 | WHITE-THROATED KINGFISHER | Halcyon smyrnensis
91 | KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis 1
92 | PIED KINGFISHER Ceryle rudis X
93 | BLUE-CHEEKED BEE-EATER Merops persicus €50
94 | BEE-EATER Merops apiaster 50| X H X
95 | ROLLER Coracias garrulus X
96 | HOOPOE Upupa epops XX X
97 | WRYNECK Jynx torquilla H
98 | SYRIAN WOODPECKER Dendrocopos syriacus 111
99 | LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER | Dendrocopos minor
100 | CALANDRA LARK Melanocorypha calandra 11X X
101 | BIMACULATED LARK Melanocorypha bimaculata 6+ X
102 | SHORT-TOED LARK Calandrella brachydactyla X | X X | X
103 | LESSER SHORT-TOED LARK Calandrella rufescens X
104 | CRESTED LARK Galerida cristata X | X X | X X|X|X
105 | WOODLARK Lullula arborea 1
106 | HORNED LARK Eremophila alpestris pencillata X X
107 | SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia X X X
108 | CRAG MARTIN Ptyonoprogne rupestris X | X X1 X
109 | SWALLOW Hirundo rustica X|X XX X[ X|X
110 | RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Cecropis daurica X X X1 X|X
111 | HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbicum X | X X | X X|X|X
112 | TAWNY PIPIT Anthus campesttris 2
113 | YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava feldegg X
114 | GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea X
115 | WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba X X | X X|X
116 | RADDE'S ACCENTOR Prunella ocularis 2
117 | ALPINE ACCENTOR Prunella collaris 6
118 | RUFOUS BUSH ROBIN Cercotrichas galactotes X | X X X
119 | NIGHTINGALE Luscinia megarhynchos X | X
120 | WHITE-THROATED ROBIN Irania gutturalis 3 X X
121 | BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros X X

Phoenicurus ochruros semirufus X X

122 | REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus 1
123 | ISABELLINE WHEATEAR Oenanthe isabellina X X X
124 | NORTHERN WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe libanotica X X X




BIRD LIST

Species Scientific Name 2 6|7 10
125 | BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR Oenanthe hispanica X X
126 | FINSCH'S WHEATEAR Oenanthe finschii X X
127 | KURDISH WHEATEAR Oenanthe xanthoprymna 2
128 | ROCKTHRUSH Monticola saxatilis
129 | BLUE ROCKTHRUSH Monticola solitarius X X X
130 | BLACKBIRD Turdus merula X | X
131 | MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus X
132 | CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cetti H|H X
133 | GRACEFUL WARBLER (PRINIA) Prinia gracilis X | X
134 | SAVI'S WARBLER Locustella luscinioides H
135 | MOUSTACHED WARBLER Acrocephalus melanopogon mimicus 3+
136 | REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus X | X X
137 | GREAT REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus X H
138 | OLIVACEOUS WARBLER Hippolais pallida X X | X X
139 | UPCHER’S WARBLER Hippolais languida 3
140 | OLIVE-TREE WARBLER Hippolais olivetorum 3
141 | MENETRIES WARBLER Sylvia mystacea
142 | SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cantillans
143 | RUPPELL'S WARBLER Sylvia rueppelli X
144 | EASTERN ORPHEAN WARBLER Sylvia crassirostris
145 | BARRED WARBLER Sylvia nisoria
146 | LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca X
147 | COMMON WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis X
148 | GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin X
149 | BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla X X | X
150 | WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus X
151 | EASTERN BONELLI'S WARBLER | Phylloscopus orientalis
152 | SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata X X
153 | BEARDED TIT Panurus biarmicus X | X
154 | LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus alpinus X
155 | SOMBRETIT Parus lugubris X X
156 | COALTIT Periparus ater X
157 | BLUETIT Cyanistes caeruleus X
158 | GREATTIT Parus major X | X X
159 | PENDULINETIT Remiz pendulinus
160 | KRUPER'S NUTHATCH Sitta kruperi 5
161 | EASTERN ROCK NUTHATCH Sitta tephronota X
162 | ROCK NUTHATCH Sitta neumayer X X
163 | WALLCREEPER Tichodroma muraria 2
164 | RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio X X | X X
165 | LESSER GREY SHRIKE Lanius minor X X1 X
166 | WOODCHAT SHRIKE Lanius senator X X1 X X




BIRD LIST

Species Scientific Name 2/3(4|5 9 (10
167 | MASKED SHRIKE Lanius nubicus X
168 | WHITE-SPECTACLED BULBUL Pyconotus xanthopygos X X X1 X
169 | IRAQ BABBLER Turdoides altirostris 2
170 | JAY Garrulus glandarius atricapilla X1X X
171 | MAGPIE Pica pica X|X|X
172 | ALPINE CHOUGH Pyrrhocorax graculus X X
173 | RED-BILLED CHOUGH Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax X
174 | JACKDAW Corvus monedula X | X
175 | ROOK Corvus frugilegus X1 X]|X
176 | HOODED CROW Corvus cornix XX ] X|X X1 X
177 | RAVEN Corvus corax X
178 | STARLING Sturnus vulgaris X|X|X]|X
179 | ROSE-COLOURED STARLING Sturnus roseus 80
180 | HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus XX ] X]|X X1 X
181 | SPANISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis X | X
182 | DEAD SEA SPARROW Passer moabiticus X | X
183 | TREE SPARROW Passer montanus X
184 | PALE ROCK SPARROW Carpospiza brachydactyla X
185 | YELLOW-THROATED SPARROW | Gymornis xanthocollis X | X
186 | ROCK SPARROW Petronia petronia X | X X X
187 | SNOWFINCH Montifringilla nivalis X X
188 | CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs X X | X
189 | RED-FRONTED SERIN Serinus pusillus X X
190 | SERIN Serinus serinus X X
191 | GREENFINCH Chloris chloris X X | X X
192 | GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis X X | X X
193 | LINNET Carduelis cannabina X | X X X
194 | EURASIAN CRIMSON-WINGED FINCH| Rhodopechys sanguineus X X
195 | DESERT FINCH Rhodopechys obsoleta 2125
196 | ROCK BUNTING Emberiza cia X X

197 | CINEREOUS BUNTING

Emberiza cineracea semenowi

198 | ORTOLAN BUNTING

Emberiza hortulana

17

199 | CRETZSCHMAR'S BUNTING

Emberiza caesia

200 | REED BUNTING

Emberiza schoeniclus

201 | BLACK-HEADED BUNTING

Emberiza melanocephala

202 | CORN BUNTING

Emberiza calandra

H=HEARD X=RECORDED




OTHER WILDLIFE

Species Scientific Name
1 GOITERED GAZELLE Gazella subgutturosa
2 BEZOAR IBEX Capra hircus aegagrus
3 RED FOX Vulpes vulpes
4 ASIA MINOR SOUSLIK Spermophilus xanthoprymnus
5 WEASEL Mustela nivalis
6 BADGER (Roadkill) Meles meles
7 STONE MARTEN (Roadkill) Martes foina
8 STARRED AGAMA Laudakia Stellio
9 EASTERN GREEN LIZARD Lacerta viridis
10 | GRASS SNAKE Natrix natrix
11 | MARSH FROG Pelophylax ridibundus
12 | SPUR-THIGHED TORTOISE Testudo graeca
13 | OTTOMAN VIPER (Dead) Vipera xanthina
14 | BALKAN POND TERRAPIN Mauremys rivulata
15 | LESSER SPOTTED FRITILLARY Melitaea trivia
16 | SPOTTED FRITILLARY Melitaea didyma
17 | SOUTHERN FESTOON Zerynthia polyxena
18 | BLACK-VEINED WHITE Aporia crataegi
19 | PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui
20 | SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas
21 | CLOUDED YELLOW Colias croceus
22 | EASTERN BATH WHITE Pontia edusa
23 | GREEN-UNDERSIDE BLUE Glaucopsyche alexis
24 | EASTERN STEPPE FESTOON Allancastria deyrollei
25 | BLUE-SPOT HAIRSTREAK Satyrium spini
26 | TREE GRAYLING Hipparchia statilinus
27 | LESSER LATTICE BROWN Kirinia climene
28 | EASTERN ORANGE-TIP Anthocharis damone
29 | SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus
30 | SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris
31 | LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae
32 | SOUTHERN SWALLOWTAIL Papilio alexanor
33 | SOUTHERN WHITE ADMIRAL Limenitis reducta
34 | RUSSIAN HEATH Coenonympha leande
35 | BALKAN COPPER Lycaena candens
36 | AMANDA'S BLUE Polyommatus amandus
37 | PERSIAN SKIPPER Spialia phlomidis
38 | LONG-TAILED BLUE Lampides boeticus
39 | NORFOLK HAWKER Aeshna isoceles
40 | EMPEROR DRAGONFLY Anax imperator
41 | SCARLET DARTER Crocothemis erythraea
42 | SLENDER SKIMMER Orthetrum sabina

Blue-spot Hairstreak
by Steve Grimwade

Balkan Copper
by Steve Grimwade

Russian Heath
by Steve Grimwade



ITINERARY

10th MAY
London Gatwick - Istanbul - Gaziantep

11th MAY
Gaziantep - Isikli Village - Nizip Reservoir - Birecik

12th MAY
Birecik Gravel Pits - Kizil Kouyu - Ilhan Kouyu

13th MAY
Birecik Gravel Pits - Birecik Tea Gardens - Gaziantep Aiport - Kirmitli Kus Centre - Cukurbag

14th MAY
Arparlik - Pinarbasi - Emli Gorge

15th MAY
Goksu Delta - Tasucu

16th MAY
Uzumchaburch Area & Diocesarea - Tasucu

17th MAY
Tasucu - Manavgat

18th MAY
Akseki Valley - Manavgat

19th MAY
Oymapinar Barrage - Bogazkent River Mouth & Canal - Antalya Aiport

Ampitheatre at Diocesarea by Steve Grimwade



Graceful Warbler (Prinia) by Tony Coombs

Black-winged Kite by Tony Coombs

Crestzschmar’s Bunting by Steve Grimwade Red-fronted Serin by Steve Grimwade




Shorelark by Steve Grimwade Finsch’s Wheatear by Steve Grimwade




Little Owl by Steve Grimwade See-see Partridge by Steve Grimwade

BIRD & MOMENT OF THETOUR
MITKO: BROWN FISH OWL & BIRDING AT AKSEKI
JANE: BROWN FISH OWL & FLOCKS OF ORTOLANS + BIRDING AT AKSEKI
LOUISE: BROWN FISH OWL & SNOWCOCK EXPERIENCE
JOHN S: BROWN FISH OWL & SNOWCOCK EXPERIENCE
PETER W: BROWN FISH OWL & SNOWCOCK EXPERIENCE
TONY: BROWN FISH OWL & SNOWCOCK ADVENTURE
PETER H: BROWN FISH OWL & BEST EVER PRE-BREAKFAST WALK AT SNOWCOCK SITE
JON: WALLCREEEPER & SNOWCOCK EXPERIENCE
CHRIS: MOUSTACHED WARBLER & BIRDING AT AKSEKI
MARTIN: GREY-HEADED SWAMPHEN & 1st 2 RED-FRONTED SERINS @ SNOWCOCK SITE
JOHN W: WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER & SNOWCOCK EXPERIENCE
STEVE R: BROWN FISH OWL & SNOWCOCK EXPERIENCE
ANNETTE: BROWN FISH OWL & WILDFLOWERS AT AKSEKI
STEVE G: BROWN FISH OWL & SNOWCOCK EXPERIENCE

Goitered Gazelle by Steve Grimwade Bee-eater by Steve Grimwade



Pygmy Cormorant by Steve Grimwade

Tawny Pipit by Steve Grimwade Spur-thighed Tortoise by Steve Grimwade




Wallcreeper by Steve Grimwade Jay by Steve Grimwade

Olive-tree Warbler by Steve Grimwade Masked Shrike by Steve Grimwade



Purple Heron by Steve Grimwade

White-spectacled Bulbul by Steve Grimwade

Barred Warbler by Steve Grimwade

L -

Short-toed Eagle by Tony Coombs

Collared Pratincole by Tony Coombs




Iraq Babbler by Steve Grimwade Menetries Warbler by Steve Grimwade
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