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Bulgaria, 02 May and 11 – 14 May 2016
nd

th

Greece, 02 – 11 May

Day 1

nd

Monday 02 May

Bulgaria – Iskar Valley; outbound from Sofia; en route to Kerkini Lake via Struma Valley.
Weather: rainy and windy; cool (16ºC).
After the arrival of all participants we headed south along the valley of Struma River to the hotel situated on
the shores of Lake Kerkini. Nearing the border, despite the rain, we decided to make a stop and take a stroll.
As expected in such weather, we found only very common species - Painted Lady, Common Blue, Small
Heath, but also Southern Festoon caterpillars. We settled in the hotel and after we enjoyed the homemade
meal we retired to rest.

Day 2

rd

Tuesday 03 May

Greece – Kerkini Lake & surroundings.
Weather: cloudy with sunny periods & rain, breezy; cool (11ºC÷16ºC).
Pre-breakfast birdwatching with several of the group on the shores of the Lake, where we managed to admire
closely a number of waterfowl and after breakfast, despite the cold weather and glum sky, we headed to
search for butterflies. First we found Sooty Copper, Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Eastern Knapweed Fritillary
and other common species like Black-veined White, Queen of Spain Fritillary. We spent some time exploring
the bird richness of Kerkini - pelicans, Great egrets, Great Dancing grebes, cormorants and many other
waders. We made a transfer to the slopes of Belasitsa Mountain, where disappeared in the nearby bushes
Andy was back with the big European lizard in hand - European Glass Lizard. But the first drops of rain
drove us to a nearby restaurant to eat and shelter. After the lunch, once the rain stopped, we proceeded to
explore the surroundings. First our attention was dranw by the mass evolved Nettle Tree Butterfly
caterpillars, completely defoliated all Nettle Trees. We saw single adults Nettle Tree Butterflies (Pic. 2), and
significantly more numerous Green Hairstreak, attracted by flowering Euphorbia - plants. At the end of our
walk we noticed and Lang's Short-tailed Blue (Pic. 3), then we headed again to the shores of the lake. Despite

the spitting rain, soon we found another one of our target species - roosting Large Copper.

Day 3

th

Wednesday 04 May

Kerkini Lake; Mount Skopos; Siatista.
Weather: cloudy with brief sunny periods, rainy; cool to warm (10ºC÷23ºC).
After breakfast again we spent some time on the Kerkini Lake to take a look on the shores of the lake at
Large Copper and ultimately our efforts are crowned with success – pretty cooperative fresh specimens of
both sexes. Alongside them on vegetation posed several Short-tailed Blue. The sun finally peeked through
the clouds and we head for our next base – Siatista. Before that we looked the slope near the shore, where the
food plant for Iolas Blue grows - Bladder Senna (Colutea arborescens) and the result was not late – everyone
managed to see several specimens, including copulate and egg-laying (Pic. 4), and Chequered Blue, above us
Scarce Swallowtail graceful tolerated in the air. There was pour rain on the highway, but we refreshed and
took our lunch at roadside restaurant and in the early afternoon we stopped to look at the foot of Skopos
Mountain. Here the rain has stopped, but it was cloudy, windy and quite cold ... After all we faced first
Adonis Blue and Glanville Fritillary. Not far from the hotel we explored a small valley, where we saw many
Little Tiger Blue (Pic. 5), and several Eastern Knapweed Fritillary, which can be comparable to very similar
Knapweed Fritillary. There were also several Skippers, including Olive Skipper, Orbed Red Underwing
(Hungarian) Skipper, Mallow Skipper. In the end we headed for the hotel, where we refreshed with a beer in
hand.

Day 4

th

Thursday 05 May

Mount Askio.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods, windy; cool (10ºC÷17ºC).
That day the weather was cold and quite windy, so we first turned our attention to a small valley, hoping to
be more sheltered. Alas, here was quite windy, but among the grass we found Turquoise Blue, Mazarine
Blue, Little Blue, Oriental Marbled Skipper, Dingy Skipper. Carried by the wind, around us passed several
Gruner's Orange Tip (Pic. 6), and on the stones cohabit Large Wall Brown and Wall Brown. We found only
single exemplars of the local species Bavius Blue - not in a very good shape. Just before we set off, Andy,
who pays attention to the herpetofauna, appeared with European Cat Snake in his hand! Once we had picnic
lunch at a roadside bower, we desided to explore the surroundings and faced with Eastern Dappled White,
Orange-Tip, Eastern Baton Blue, Osiris Blue, Chapman's Blue, Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper, Yellow-banded
Skipper (Pic. 7). It was definitely the happiest day for Andy - he found Leopard Snake and Montpellier
Snake. In the late afternoon we headed for the perfect biotope for Dalmatian Ringlet, where they have always
been numerous, but the hard search is crowned with single exemplars (Pic. 8). At the end of the day we
decided unanimously that beer will affect us very well and we took to the hotel. Elated and very happy with
his success, Andy drawed.

Day 5

th

Friday 06 May

Mount Askio.
Weather: sunny to cloudy PM, windy to breezy; warm (16ºC÷21ºC).
We visited one of yesterday's valleys again, but the weather was more favorable and butterflies were very
active. We managed to see and photograph many species, including Blue Argus. Southern Small White. In
purposeful flight Gruner's Orange Tip tolerated in the air, stopped for a short break on the flowers, and on the
Sage Bavius Blue (Pic. 9) they are numerous and in excellent condition. Andy made a contribution with one
of the many Mediterranean Checkered Scorpion, which also enjoyed a brief photo session. In the early

species, among them - Zephyr Blue, Eastern Baton Blue, Green-underside Blue (Pic. 10). Heavy black rain
clouds accumulated above us, the first raindrops fell, but as it is typical for the Mediterranean in about an
hour the sun smiled again and allowed us to continue with our activities. We add to our list and Southern
Festoon, Mountain Small White, Chequered Blue, Large Tortoiseshell (Pic. 11), Large Grizzled Skipper,
Yellow-banded Skipper, Marbled Skipper. At the end of the day, we went back to the hotel, where we can
talk with a beer in hand before dinner.

Day 6

th

Saturday 07 May

Siatista; Mount Grammos; Monodendri.
Weather: sunny and still; warm (~21ºC).
After breakfast we decided to take another look around Siatista, hoping to see the eluding until that moment
Inky Skipper and we had success – I found several hilltoping and after I spent some time screaming the
place down and nobody could hear me, I went down for the participants. When we got back together,
fortunately, some butterflies still patrolled on the rocks (Pic. 12). The same behavior had Eastern Greenish
Black-tip (Pic. 13), and demonstration for the early season was Balkan Marbled White (Pic. 14). Among the
thorns (Christ's Thorn) were numerous of Little Tiger Blue and Dalmatian Ringlet. Now we could safely
move to the next base in North Pindos. We were among virgin nature on wide road in the mountains and after
about an hour we stopped in the folds of Grammos Mt, where we had picnic lunch near a fountain with clear
and cold mountain water. We admired the majesty of Aoos Gorge near Konitsa, with typical arched bridges
and snow-capped peaks and under the shadows of Plane Trees posed Speckled Wood. The main attraction
here was Camberwell Beauty (Pic. 15), which allowed us to approach and after describing several rounds
returned to the same place. We headed to Voidomatis Gorge, where in the flowering meadows we found
Grecian Copper and Greek Clouded Yellow. After some rustling in the bushes Andy came with Balkan Whip
Snake in his hand, which also got our attention. Slightly tired, but happy, we headed for the hotel located in
picturesque village Monodendri.

Day 7

th

Sunday 08 May

Mount Nemertsika.
Weather: sunny and warm, still; late afternoon cloudy and some rain (~25ºC).
The atmosphere of secluded and beautiful mountain valley was like from a tale - just magic! Our walk started
among the flowering tufts and quickly we understood that we will have a really successful day – we saw the
first Swallowtail and Scarce Swallowtail, joined by Berger's Clouded Yellow and Brimstone. We paid a lot
of attention to the last, hoping to find Powdered Brimstone among them, but – unsuccessfully. We found
together Wood White & Eastern Wood White, that allowed us to compare them better. Several male Gruner's
Orange Tip flited, and on the foodplant Burnt Candytuft we found extremely cooperative female. We found
ourselves in a place, where we saw especially many Marsh Fritillary (Pic. 16) posing on the surrounding
flowers and rarely moving down on the road. Also, numerous of Mountain Small White, Sooty Copper, of
Blues we saw Turquoise Blue and Adonis Blue. Among numerous of Glanville Fritillary we noticed
comparatively rare Freyer's Fritillary, common in isolated habitats in the Balkans. After a leisurely lunch we
took a group photo for memory, but I found that Andy is hiding, so we have to take another one later. We
stopped briefly on the Greek-Albanian border, and on the walls of the nearby monastery we saw and Balkan
endemic Blue-throated Keeled Lizard or Dalmatian Algyroides, and of relatively numerous butterflies were
Knapweed Fritillary, Orbed Red Underwing (Hungarian) Skipper and in the shadows - Speckled Wood. In
the late afternoon we also visited the riversides of the Aoos River, where the walk brought us Grecian Copper
(Pic. 17), Amanda's Blue, but accumulated rain clouds and the wind drove us to the bus. Just before going
back to the bus Andy catched a young Dahl's whip snake and demonstrated it. On the way back to the hotel
we reverenced him and stopped near a small puddle, where after a short draft and slip, to the growing
herpetological list we added Macedonian crested newt, Grecian smooth newt and Grass snake.

Day 8

th

Tuesday 09 May

Mount Timfy.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods, still; warm (20ºC-23ºC).
Our day was dedicated to the recorded in Guinness Book of Records as the deepest gorge in the world Vikos
Gorge and its surroundings. The exceptional natural creation grabs with its 12 km length, 1100 m wide and
900 m depth (Pic. 17). Among the majestic cliffs were numerous of Southern Small White, Krueper's Small
White and Chequered Blue, and not long after we noticed the first Eastern Orange Tip (Pic. 18) - specimens
of both sexes. While lined up we shoot particularly cooperative male, a passing Czech hiker, shoved us also
to shoot. We spent time with the breathtaking views of the canyon, we did a group photo for memory (Pic. 1)
and retired for a picnic lunch to shady plateau. There were numerous of Southern Festoon (Pic. 19) and
Silver-studded Blue, we found together Gruner's Orange Tip and Orange-Tip, gave us the opportunity to
compare them. In a little stream we found Grecian Smooth Newt absorbed in marriage games along the bank
were crowded mud-pudding Grizzled Skipper, including several with whiter wings (f. taras). Among the pile
of stones Andy detected poisonous, but beautiful snake Nose-horned Viper (Vipera ammodytes). In the
meadows, just like last year, flowered several species of orchids and wild tulips.

Day 9

th

Wednesday 10 May

Tempi Valley; Litochoro.
Weather: sunny and still; hot (30ºC).
Accompanied by the beautiful weather, we headed to the home of the ancient Greek gods, we had a short
break on the way and we took our lunch at roadside restaurant, bypassed the medieval Latin castle
Platamonas and reached the goal for the day - Tempi Valley. On the roadside bushes flew Southern White
Admiral and Marbled White, also Eastern Dappled White, Balkan Green-veined White and Green-veined
White. The first Southern Swallowtail flew alongside with Swallowtail and Scarce Swallowtail, giving us a
good opportunity to compare them. After some stalking, chasing and extreme sports we were able to capture
the "pearl" of the day - Southern Swallowtail (Pic. 20), which is relatively common there. Quite numerous
were the Keeper's Small White, and on the flowers - Ilex Hairstreak and Chapman's Blue. We saw also
several male Cleopatra. On the road back we found a gorgeous male Ladybird Spider (Pic. 21), dressed in its
hussar uniform. We took more photos, but it was time to drive to Litochoro and the hotel. After that we had a
wonderful dinner at a restaurant on the main square, immersed in the atmosphere of the Greek towns.

Day 10

th

Thursday 11 May

Mount Olympos; Bulgaria – South Struma Valley.
Weather: cloudy, misty and cool; cloudy with sunny periods, windy and hot (27ºC).
We started the day with a walk in the valley of Enipeas Gorge River and admired several beautiful waterfalls.
Our plans to spend the day in Olympos Mountain failed, because a thick fog moved down to its slopes. We
had no choice, but to head for Bulgaria hoping that the weather there will be better. In the early afternoon we
were at the border, picking our way through the traffic and easily bypassed. We took our lunch at a nearby
restaurant and could spend our afternoon exploring South Struma Valley. Here, fortunately, the weather was
favorable and we faced with Zephyr Blue (Pic. 22) and many of Eastern Bath White. In our feet rushed away
the recently described (in 2013) metallic black-large beetles Lethrus perun. Later we saw the first Eastern
Festoon (Pic. 23), and Southern Festoon caterpillars. To the list for the day we added Eastern Knapweed
Fritillary, Knapweed Fritillary, Red Admiral, Painted Lady and not long after we retired to the hotel located
near the Struma River.

Day 11

th

Friday 12 May

Bulgaria – Kresna Gorge.
Weather: cloudy with brief sunny periods, breezy; cool to warm (18ºC÷25ºC).
The day started with cold weather and clouds, but only a light wind blowed. These weather conditions
provided an excellent opportunity for photographers, because butterflies posed great. We have met by many
Yellow-banded Skipper, roosting on the flowers of the surrounding vegetation. Posing alongside the
possibility of comparison gave us Spotted and Lesser Spotted Fritillaries. On the rocks landed Large Wall
Brown, on the thistles – Cardinal. Besides common types of Blues we found Eastern Baton Blue and
Chequered Blue, of Skippers - Oriental Marbled Skipper and Large Grizzled Skipper. In a large number
tolerated in the air around enchanting and attractive Spoon-wing Lacewing (Nemoptera sinuata). We had
lunch on the terrace under the thick shadows of old sycamore trees. In the afternoon along the river, we found
and Eastern Festoon, several Nettle-Tree Butterflies and numerous larvae. On the rocks and flowers near the
thorns were Little Tiger Blue, and near the rocks with typical flight tolerated Krueper's Small White (Pic.
24). Andy even catched Dice Snake, which in an attempt to save from its enemies, very cleverly pretended to
be dead. We spent time to watch the concentrated movement of Sacred Scarab Beetles, rolling their dung
balls. Our attention was caught by leafless willows, covered with numerous caterpillars in the last years of
relatively rare Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell (Pic. 25). In the late afternoon, just before we retire to the hotel,
we found Lesser Fiery Copper (Pic. 26), and under the stones - European worm snakes.

Day 12

th

Saturday 13 May

South Struma Valley.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods, still; warm to hot (21ºC÷30ºC).
This day seems a wonderful day - quiet, separate clouds in the sky and not too hot! In our first stop we
enjoyed the numerous of Black-veined White and Berger's Clouded Yellow, we faced with Balkan Greenveined White. Several Iolas Blue posed in the leaves of Bladder Senna, on the surrounding bushes in large
numbers were Ilex Hairstreak. Around the grass patroled Sooty Copper, Oberthur Grizzled Skipper and
Oriental Marbled Skipper, and at the end of the walk we captured and Amanda's Blue. We had picnic in the
shade of a nice restaurant, poured with beer, and then we headed for our next goal. Here we met again
Eastern Festoon, and over our heads flew Peacock and Red Admiral. We watched together the relatively
similar Eastern Bath White and Eastern Dappled White and the first for the tour Sloe Hairstreak. Along the
banks of the river we payed attention to several Large Coppers (Pic. 27), Zephyr Blue, Mallow Skipper and
fully covered with Peacock caterpillars Nettles. The time has flown imperceptibly, the day came to an end
and we enjoyed a farewell dinner near the plane leaves whisper and murmur of the stream.

Day 13

th

Sunday 14 May

Iskar Valley; Sofia Airport.
Weather: sunny and windy; warm (25ºC).
Herman’s departure flight was early in the morning, so a taxi came for him, and with the others from the group we
had enough time for the last observations. We chose a place in the Iskar river valley, and our decision was very
good, because among riparian vegetation we found a number of new species for the tour like Eastern Shorttailed Blue, Common Glider, Woodland Ringlet, Pearl-bordered Fritillary, alongside the already noticed
Green-underside Blue, Green Hairstreak, Holly Blue, Comma. Without doubt the greatest interest was for
Clouded Apollo (Pic. 28), Chequered Skipper and Russian Heath (Pic. 29), which are the last new species of
our tour. After we spend about an hour so nice, we headed for Terminal 2 at the airport, where we said
goodbye with the intention next year again to spend some time together on the butterfly tours,

The final balance was 100 species of butterflies, over 25 species of reptiles and amphibians, many orchids
and visited beautiful places in the Balkans.

Pic.1. The group at Vikos Gorge. Left to right: standing Ron, Andy, Herman, Dan, Rosie, Denise, Rita,
Antony; down Mario

Pic.2. Nettle Tree Butterfly (Libythea celtis)

Pic.3. Lang's Short-tailed Blue (Leptotes pirithous)

Pic.6. Gruner's Orange Tip (Anthocharis gruneri)

Pic.7. Yellow-banded Skipper (Pyrgus sidae)

Pic.8. Dalmatian Ringlet (Proterebia afra)

Pic.9. Bavius Blue (Pseudophilotes bavius)

Pic.10. Green-underside Blue (Glaucopsyche alexis)

Pic.11. Large Tortoiseshell (Nymphalis polychloros)

Pic.12. Inky Skipper (Erynnis marloyi)

Pic.13. Eastern Greenish Black-tip (Euchloe penia)

Pic.14. Balkan Marbled White (Melanargia larissa)

Pic.15. Camberwell Beauty (Nymphalis antiopa)

Pic.16. Marsh Fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia)

Pic.17. Grecian Copper (Lycaena ottomana)

Pic.18. Eastern Orange Tip (Anthocharis damone)

Pic.19. Southern Festoon (Zerynthia polyxena)

Pic.20. Southern Swallowtail (Papilio alexanor)

Pic.21. Ladybird Spider (Eresus kollari), male

Pic.22. Zephyr Blue (Plebejus sephirus)

Pic.23. Eastern Festoon (Zerynthia cerisyi)

Pic.24. Krueper's Small White (Pieris krueperi)

Pic.25. Caterpillar of Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell
(Nymphalis xanthomelas)

Pic.26. Lesser Fiery Copper (Lycaena thersamon)

Pic.27. Large Copper (Lycaena dispar)

Pic.28. Clouded Apollo (Parnassius mnemosyne)

Pic.29. Russian Heath (Coenonympha leander)

