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Saturday 11 - Thursday 23 May 2013
Trip report by Dr. Mario Langourov

Tour leader: Dr. Mario Langourov1
Tour participants:

Mrs Margaret Smith and Mr. Brian Smith
Mr. Derek Longhurst
Mr. Nick Freeman
Mr. Andrew Burns
Mr. Michael Gibons
Mr. Michael J Darlow
Mr. Geoff Cave
Mr. Robert Litchfield
Mr. Nigel Robert Parsons
Mr. Anthony Alan Rayner
Mr. Roger Barnes
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Bulgaria, 11 May and 21 – 23 May 2013
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Greece, 12 – 20 May
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Day 1

Saturday 11 May

Bulgaria – Outbound from Sofia; en route to Kerkini Lake via Struma Valley.
Weather: sunny, still and warm (27ºC).
I picked up Derek from the hotel and we headed to the airport, where we met Andrew. Because they were
few hours before the main group’s arriving, we decided to take a look at the surrounding area. Here in about
half an hour we observed 15 species of butterflies, for which spontaneously arise the joke that it could be
used as an ‘airport short-break’. The rest of the group has arrived and we headed to our first hotel for the
holiday, picturesque situated at the coast of Kerkini Lake. Before we crossed the Bulgarian-Greek border we
made our first stop not far from Kulata village, where our “stars” were a significant amount of Eastern
Festoons (Pic. 2), and many larvae of Southern Festoon on Birthworts. Upon our arrival at the hotel we
enjoyed a home-cooked meal and retired to rest.
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All photos in this report were taken during the holiday by ©Mario Langourov except Southern Swallowtail (©Nick Freeman)
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Day 2

Sunday 12 May

Greece – Kerkini Lake & surroundings.
Weather: cloudy with sunny periods, scattered showers; warm (25ºC).
Our first aim for the day was the western coast of the lake, where along with the first Southern Small White
we saw the only one White-letter Hairstreak for the tour, along plus Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper and more
Southern Festoon’s larvae. It is worth to note the Balkan endemic Dragon Arum (Dracunculus vulgaris),
seducing its pollinators with the smell of carrion (Pic. 3). And of course – the attraction of Kerkini – number
of wading birds, pelicans, herons etc. Our next stop was relatively poor, but offer very cooperative Little
Tiger Blue (Pic. 4) and fresh Lesser Spotted Fritillaries. After light lunch in the shade of century-old plane
trees at the foot of mountain Belasitsa we enjoyed numerous Nettle Tree Butterflies (Pic. 5), developed in
such a big number that they defoliated all the around Nettle Trees. Among the other species we have to
mention Lattice Brown, Balkan Green-veined White, Sooty Copper and Scarce Swallowtail.
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Day 3

Monday 13 May

Greece – Kerkini Lake; Mount Skopos; Siatista.
Weather: cloudy & breezy morning, rain in the afternoon; cool (12ºC).
After breakfast we spent some more time at the Kerkini Lake, exploring the northern coast, where we paid
most found Large Copper (Pic. 6) and Amanda’s Blue. Then we headed to our next base – Siatista, having
heavy rain near Thessaloniki, good that we were still in the coach, travelling. In the early afternoon we stop
to take a look at the slopes of Mount Skopos. The weather here was also very unpleasant – cold, cloudy, light
rain, but we managed to find the first Green-underside Blue, Adonis Blue, Glanville Fritillary and Yellowbanded Skipper (Pic. 7). After we checked-in the hotel the most impatient of us didn’t miss to check its
surroundings.
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Day 4

Tuesday 14 May

Greece – Mount Askio.
Weather: partly cloudy, windy; cool (12ºC-22ºC).
Today we first explored the nearby, sheltered valley, where the wind wasn’t that strong. Here we found the
first Bavius Blue (Pic. 8) - extremely local species found in Europe only in Greece, Macedonia and Romania
(and from this year also recorded in Bulgaria). Along with it, there were flying Dalmatian Ringlet, Eastern
Knapweed Fritillary, Eastern Wood White and Large Wall Brown. The weather conditions helped us to make
good pictures on a very tricky species such as Inky Skipper (Pic. 9). After a picnic lunch, under the shadows
of a single trees, we headed to our next site – the blossoming meadows with the presence of Bladder senna
(Colutea arborescens) and amongst the others here we can point out Krueper's Small White, Orbed Red
Underwing Skipper, Russian Heath (Pic. 10), Olive Skipper, and also single Iolas Blue. Here we had a group
photo, to keep a memory of the holiday (Pic. 1). The late afternoon we spent on the blossoming meadows
amongst Greek Junipers (Juniperus excelsa) and trying hard to find the smallest European butterfly - Grass
Jewel, which, unfortunately didn’t happen.
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Day 5

Wednesday 15 May

Greece - Mount Askio.
Weather: sunny with clouds; warm (22ºC-30ºC).

Today proved to be a wonderful day, and it was noticeable with the first sun rays of lights – serene sky and
very feeble breeze. Firstly we visited the mountain slopes of Siatista where the Dalmatian Ringlet (Pic. 11)
are found in huge numbers, but today they were single specimens and among the fewer other butterflies there
were also Large Wall Brown and Osiris Blue. Then we visited one of the locations of Grass Jewel, but again
no jewels were found, but Sooty Copper, Green Hairstreak and Osiris Blue. We enjoyed our picnic lunch
under the shadow of huge plane-tree, surrounded by mud-puddling Tufted Marbled, Yellow-banded and
Grizzled skippers. Again we spent the afternoon in one of the valleys we have visited yesterday, where we
added to the list Southern White Admiral, Blue Argus (Pic. 13), Gruner's Orange Tip (Pic. 14), also few
specimens of Eastern Greenish Black Tip flew over, not allowing good view as they never landed. The end of
the day we spent at the hotel’s surroundings where there were Little Tiger Blues. Derek gave the idea for, and
after dinner we spent half an hour for a photo exhibition which became a tradition for every evening of the
holiday. Of course the first to present his photos was Derek himself. Well done!
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Day 6

Thursday 16 May

Greece - Siatista; Mount Grammos; Monodendri.
Weather: cloudy with a sunny spell, rainy (16ºC-24ºC).
After breakfast we headed to our next base in North Pindos Mountain. We are moving through the
mountain’s pristine nature on new paved road with virtually no other vehicles, which made Tony to offer a
bet – how many vehicles we will meet. Eventually they were three! After an hour we stopped amongst the
folds of the Grammos Mt where the weather conditions were not very good at the beginning, but eventually
they got better and we had success finding Chapman's Blue, Duke of Burgundy Fritillary, Knapweed and
Eastern Knapweed Fritillary. After the picnic lunch Nick succeeded to photograph the rare Freyer's Fritillary.
Our next stop at Sarandaporos River brought us also Lesser Fiery Copper (Pic. 15), Scarce Swallowtail,
Black-veined White. Then the weather got worse and we turned our attention to the grandeur of Aoos Gorge
near Konitsa, together with typical renaissance arched bridges. After we checked-in in the hotel, situated in
Monodendri, we had time for a short walk in the area.
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Day 7

Friday 17 May

Greece – Mount Nemertsika.
Weather: sunny and hot, breezy (25ºC-30ºC).
Here, amongst the lush vegetation of the beautiful mountain valley we managed to observe and take picture
of over 35 species, some of them are Grecian Copper (Pic. 16), Amanda's and Turquoise Blue, Southern
Comma, Spotted and Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Marsh Fritillary, Inky Skipper. After nice lunch, just next to a
secluded monastery we had a stop near to the Greek-Albanian border enjoying for a while photographing just
next to a old table sign stating “No photography”. Here we added to our growing list Persian Skipper (Pic.
17) and Escher's Blue, plus the Balkan endemic Blue-throated Keeled Lizard or Dalmatian Algyroides (Pic.
18). In the late afternoon we walked along the bank of Aoos River where we saw Camberwell Beauty,
Southern White Admiral, Speckled Wood and Mallow Skipper.
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Day 8

Saturday 18 May

Greece – Mount Timfy.
Weather: sunny and hot, still (~ 27ºC)
Our day is spent in the Guinness Book of Records ‘deepest gorge in the world – the Vikos Gorge and its
surroundings. The exceptional nature formation impress you with its 12 km length, 1,1 km meters width and

0.9 meters depth (Pic. 19). Amongst the majestic cliffs we enjoyed Southern Swallowtail (Pic. 20), Mountain
Small White, Greek Clouded Yellow, Powdered Brimstone and Chequered Blue. On our next stop we were
kept away from our main goal by Nose-horned Viper which we found next to small stone fence. After
visiting a view point and picnic lunch under the thick shadows of the few trees amongst the Stone Forest, on
the plateau we found the so desired Southern Festoon (Pic. 21), fresh Clouded Apollo (Pic. 22), good
numbers of Grunner's Orange Tip and around the road puddles – numerous blues – Osiris and Greenunderside Blue, as well as various commoner skippers.
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Day 9

Sunday 19 May

Greece – Mount Mitsikeli; Halkidiki Peninsula – Sithonia.
Weather: sunny and very hot, still (~ 32ºC).
We headed towards the Khalkidhiki Peninsula, with its impressive coastline; having a stop near Ioannina we
enjoyed the lake of the same name and found some more common species as Scarce Swallowtail and
Swallowtail, Glanville and Knapweed Fritillary and Eastern Bath White. After arriving at the seacoast we
headed to Strawberry Trees bush, hoping to find the large and attractive Two-tailed Pasha. But there was no
sign of it and we only found a dozen of species, including Southern White Admiral, Spotted and Lesser
Spotted Fritillary, and on the stalk of a Oriental Plane - Lattice Brown (Pic. 23). For dinner we all had
gigantic pizzas, very delicious.
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Day 10

Monday 20 May

Greece – Khalkidhiki Peninsula – Sithonia.
Weather: sunny and very hot, still (up to 35ºC).
After breakfast we visited again the yesterdays ’sites, but again it was unsuccessful and we decided to make a
change, heading to the seacoast. The beautiful countryside, not far from Nikiti provided us with excellent
conditions for picnic lunch, combined with exceptional views of the sea and the fantastic curves of the
coastline. Here we saw the very rare Pigmy Skipper (Pic. 24), also Ilex Hairstreak, Mallow Skipper and
numerous Cleopatra (Pic. 25). In the late afternoon we drove back to Bulgaria to check-in in our hotel,
sheltered under the shadow of century-old plane-trees, next to Struma River.
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Day 11

Tuesday 21 May

Bulgaria – Kresna Gorge.
Weather: sunny and very hot, still (~ 36ºC)
After breakfast we headed to Kresna Gorge where our attention was first grabbed by Spoonwing Lacewing
(Nemoptera sinuata), flying over everywhere on the surrounding slopes. Our short walk in the area of an abandon
quarry brought us Yellow-banded Skipper, numerous Nettle-Tree butterflies, Sooty Copper, Chequered Blue,
Common Glider, Silver-washed Fritillary and others. On our next stop we added also Eastern Baton Blue (Pic.
26), Inky Skipper, Eastern Knapweed Fritillary (Pic. 27) and we had lunch under the deep shadows of the riparian
plane-trees. After a refreshing, the walks also brought us Lattice Brown, Southern White Admiral, Krueper's and
Southern Small White, Balkan Green-veined White, Niobe Fritillary, Little Tiger Blue and many others.
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Day 12

Wednesday 22 May

Rupite & Kozhouh Hill.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods; very hot (~ 36ºC)

Among the bare sandy hills we managed to shoot Zephyr Blue, Great Banded Grayling, Short-tailed Blue,
and Balkan Grayling were numerous. Our next goals are the Rupite locality and the volcanic hill rising near
above it - Kozhuh. Here the highlights were Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper, Oriental Marbled Skipper and
amongst the other wildlife must be mentioned the impressive by its size Bradyporus dasypus. In the early
afternoon we turned our attention to the rocky slopes of “Kozhuh”. Along with the other species we found
Small and Large Tortoiseshells, Orbed Red Underwing Skipper, Blue-spot Hairstreak, but arguably the
greatest interest was caused by Iolas Blue (Fig. 28). It was time to go back and rest at the hotel.
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Day 13

Thursday 23 May

Bulgaria – Iskar Valley - Vedena.
Weather: partly cloudy; warm (~ 26ºC)
After breakfast we headed to Sofia and the valley of Iskar River, not away from the city. Among the lush
vegetation we found Duke of Burgundy Fritillary, Black Hairstreak, Chequered Skipper, Glanville Fritillary,
Mazarine Blue, Sooty Copper, Black-veined White. Eventually it was a time to head to the airport and say
goodbye. The trip total came to a 112 species, and one more found only as a larvae. Despite we have failed to
find 2 of the top species, it was considered another good Early Butterfly trip.

Pic.1. The group on Mount Askio. Right to left: standing Michael Darlow, Michael Gibbons, Geoff, Robert,
Andrew, Brian, Nigel, Margaret, Roger; down Mario, Derek, Anthony, Musa (our driver), Nick

Pic.2. Eastern Festoon (Zerynthia cerisyi)

Pic.4. Little Tiger Blue (Tarucus balkanicus)

Pic.3. Dragon Arum (Dracunculus vulgaris)

Pic.5. Nettle Tree Butterfly (Libythea celtis)

Pic.6. Large Copper (Lycaena dispar)

Pic.7. Yellow-banded Skipper (Pyrgus sidae)

Pic.8. Bavius Blue (Pseudophilotes bavius)

Pic.9. Inky Skipper (Erynnis marloyi)

Pic.10. Russian Heath (Coenonympha leander)

Pic.11. Dalmatian Ringlet (Proterebia afra)

Pic.12. Osiris Blue (Cupido osiris)

Pic.13. Blue Argus (Aricia anteros)

Pic.14. Gruner's Orange Tip (Anthocharis gruneri)

Pic.15. Lesser Fiery Copper (Lycaena thersamon)

Pic.16. Grecian Copper (Lycaena ottomana)

Pic.17. Persian Skipper (Spialia phlomidis)

Pic.18. Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides
nigropunctatus)

Pic.19. Vikos Gorge

Pic20. Southern Swallowtail (Papilio alexanor)
© Nick Freeman

Pic.21. Southern Festoon (Zerynthia polyxena)

Pic.22. Clouded Apollo (Parnassius mnemosyne)

Pic.23. Lattice Brown (Kirinia roxelana)

Pic.24. Pigmy Skipper (Gegenes pumilio)

Pic.25. Cleopatra (Gonopteryx cleopatra)

Pic.26. Eastern Baton Blue (Scolitantides vicrama)

Pic.27. Eastern Knapweed Fritillary (Melitaea ornata)

Pic.28. Iolas Blue (Iolana iolas)

