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Saturday 01 - Sunday 09 August 2015
Trip report by Dr. Mario Langourov
Tour leader:

Dr. Mario Langourov1

Tour participants:

Mrs. Maire Hietaharju
Mr. Nick Freeman
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Bulgaria, 01 – 02 and 08 – 09 August 2015
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Macedonia, 02 – 05 August
th

th

Greece, 06 – 07 August

Day 1

st

Saturday 01 August

Bulgaria – Outbound from Sofia; en route to Rila Monastery.
Weather: sunny and hot, still (33.5ºC÷38ºC).
At about noon i met Maire at Terminal 1 and before Nick’s arrival we had time to visit a site near Sofia, where
we could see Dusky Large Blue. There we were welcomed by Great Banded Grayling, False Grayling (Pic. 2),
Spotted Fritillary, and shortly we saw our first Dusky Large Blue (Pic. 3). We spent almost an hour with the
species, diversified also with other common species and we set off again to the airport. After we took Nick, we
headed to our first hotel, located near the Rila Monastery, and when we swerved off the main road, we stopped for
the first time. The time has progressed, but we already had idea for a successful tour – we saw our first Lesser
Spotted Fritillary, Reverdin's Blue, Turquoise Blue, Ripart's Anomalous Blue, Adonis Blue, Eastern Wood White,
Orbed Red Underwing Skipper. After almost an hour we set off to the hotel.

Day 2

nd

Sunday 02 August

Kresna Gorge; Macedonia – Stenje Village.
Weather: sunny and hot (~35ºC).
Our first site for the day was Kresna Gorge, where we were welcomed by several Common Gliders, and shortly
also Sooty Copper, Swallowtail, Scarce Swallowtail. On one meadow we saw and our first Little Tiger Blue (Pic.
4), and down by the river in the shadows of plane trees sucked salts Tree Grayling (Pic. 5). On the flowers of the
surrounding plants we saw and Marbled Skipper, Oriental Marbled Skipper, Lesser Spotted Fritillary. Shortly
before we reach the bus, Krueper's Small White (Pic. 6) catched our attention, but it was time to continue. We
enjoyed a pleasant lunch in the shade of centuries old Oriental Plane trees over the foaming Struma river and
taked en route to Macedonia. After crossing the border we stopped in a roadside village. Before we retire to the
comfort of the hotel and enjoy the dinner, we took a walk along the nearby swamp. A little bit later the Swedish
group joined us, their tourleader was Dobromir on the same route.
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Day 3

rd

Monday 03 August

Galichitsa Mt.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods till midday, than torrential rain with T-storms; warm
(28ºC).
After breakfast we got in the car (we took it from rent a car company), but it turned out that its battery is
exhausted and there was no way to start the engine... The entire Swedish group had join us to give a push – not a
dreamed start for that day. In the end we all together headed to Galichitsa mountain and we devoted the day of
carefully exploring the various areas in the mountain and of course – one of our goal species, Grey Asian
Grayling. Sure, we took time to admire the panoramic view - from here you can see the Ohrid and Prespa Lakes.
We parked the car carefully – choosing sloping places, so didn’t have to push it again. The weather was great and
suddenly we saw our first Grey Asian Graylings (Pic. 7). After them we paid our attention to other inhabitants –
several of Silver-spotted Skipper, Meleager's Blue (Pic. 8), we found also Apollo (Pic. 9), Sloe Hairstreak, Esper's
Marbled White, Mazarine Blue, Grecian Anomalous Blue (Pic. 10), Dark Green Fritillary, Oberthür's Grizzled
Skipper. A beautiful area provided us a great conditions for a picnic lunch and beside us the butterflies were
abundant - Damon Blue (Pic. 11), Scarce Copper, Sandy Grizzled Skipper (Pic. 12), Southern Small White. Rain
clouds gathered above us and it wasn’t long before the first rain drops and deafening thunders. Because of the
incessant rain there was nothing else left to do but set off to the hotel.

Day 4

th

Tuesday 04 August

Galichitsa Mt.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods; still & warm (28ºC).
We headed back to Galichitsa to exploring more areas in the mountain. The weather was significantly bettered
and the sun smiled us. Among dry slopes, where was our first stop, beside numerous of False Grayling, Dusky
Meadow Brown (Pic. 13), Turquoise Blue, we found also Berger’s Clouded Yellow, Idas Blue, Marbled White. It
is been a while we shift our attention to a little more dank areas of the mountain, where we enjoyed a picnic lunch.
It was time to shift our attention to our main goal and admired the numerous of surroundings Southern Small
White, Idas Blue, Mountain Argus, Eros Blue (Pic. 14), Knapweed Fritillary, Eastern Knapweed Fritillary, that
sucked salts. Our try to find Geranium Argus proved unsuccessful, but we found Eastern Wood White, Scarce
Copper and Alcon Blue eggs and a number of other common species. Shortly stop on overview place to admire
the panoramic view of the Prespa Lake and try to see Lesser Lattice Brown. Alas, we didn’t have luck that day,
but at the surroundings we saw Woodland Grayling, Balkan Marbled White (Pic. 15), Niobe Fritillary (Pic. 16).
We made a group photo for memory (Pic. 1), after that we shortly walked to another place and then it was time to
return to the hotel. After dinner we took the deserved rest.

Day 5

th

Wednesday 05 August

Babuna Mt; near Kavadartsi; Greece – Kerkini Lake.
Weather: sunny and hot to very hot, still (30ºC÷40ºC).
It was time for our transfer to Kerkini Lake, a stop for our next goal – the Greek coast. So after breakfast we took
the road, but first we visited the slopes of Babuna mountain, where we met various of Graylings, including Hermit
and Great Banded Grayling, and also many Mountain Small White. Later we saw the first of many Macedonian
Grayling (Pic. 17), alongside it flyed Eastern Greenish Black-tip (Pic. 18) and Cardinal. Among the surrounding
vegetation and the flowers we saw and Blue Argus (Pic. 19), Eastern Baton Blue (Pic. 20), Eastern Bath White.
During this time Dobry went to the nearest town and bought a new battery. The heat was unbearable and we went
to a cool restaurant nearby. After lunch we headed to the heavily mediterranian area near Kavadarci, where the
heat covered the ground... Among the Mediterranean vegetation we found Little Tiger Blue, Scarce Swallowtail,
Map Butterfly, Adonis Blue, Hungarian Skipper, nd in the riparian forest - Freyer's Purple Emperor. While over

our heads hovered Egiptian Vulture, that nested on the rocks. We accommodated in the hotel with nice panoramic
view, situated near the Kerkini lake.

Day 6

th

Thursday 06 August

Kerkini Lake; Halkidiki Peninsula – Sithonia.
Weather: AM - cloudy with sunny spells, than sunny and hot, still (28ºC÷40ºC).
We spent the time before noon near the shores of the Lake, exploring the butterflies and the bird richness. Among
coastal vegetation we saw many Lang's Short-tailed Blue (Pic. 21), Holly Blue, Short-tailed Blue and a number of
dragonfly species. By birds worth mentioning pelicans, black storks, spoonbills, ibises, grebes. We saw and other
proudness of the lake – herd of Water Buffalo. We had lunch in the pleasant coolness of coastal restaurant and it
was time to go to the hotel, picturesquely situated on the Mediterranean coast. Once we arrived, we could’t wait to
take a look at the vicinity and on one campsite we saw briefly the impressive Two-tailed Pasha. But it was too late
and we have no choice but let the photos for the morning - we will have a full day for that. Before dinner we
chilled in the gorgeous bay of the hotel.

Day 7

th

Friday 07 August

Halkidiki Peninsula – Sithonia.
Weather: AM - cloudy with sunny spells and breezy, than sunny and hot (35ºC÷40ºC).
The initial plans for early going were foiled, because the new battery has lost its power during the night and there
was no chance to start. We tried to push the car, but the hotel parking was full and the space was limited, until
eventually the owner noticed us and he proposed to help us and give us electricity. After half an hour we managed
to start the car and to endure to the area with Strawberry tree, the food plant of our main goal here - Two-tailed
Pasha (Pic. 22). Soon we saw two patrol exemplars and schoot our first photos. Because it was relatively windy
we moved to a small sheltered valley, where immediately we found a significant number of individuals. We
remained here to camp and achieve the desired pictures from different angles and in different compositions. In
some moments we can see to 7 exemplars! The other species around were only a few - Swallowtail, Scarce
Swallowtail, Southern White Admiral, Speckled Wood, Mallow Skipper, Holly Blue. Extremely pleased with our
success we had time to enjoy the sea coolness, and the Swedish group also arrived. Almost immediately Dobry
saw one of the hotels geraniums and the last (for now) addition to European butterfly fauna – invasive Geranium
Bronze (Pic. 23). Dinner on the beach and we retired for deserved rest.

Day 8

th

Saturday 08 August

Bulgaria – Southern Struma Valley.
Weather: sunny and very hot (38ºC-40ºC).
Back to Bulgaria. After we crossed the border (it takes no more than five minutes) we had lunch at a roadside
restaurant and started to explore the southern parts of Struma Valley. By one of its tributaries butterflies are so
many and extremely diverse - Lesser Fiery Copper (Pic. 24), Large Copper (Pic. 25), Chapman’s Blue, Little
Tiger Blue, Southern White Admiral (Pic. 26), Map Butterfly, Gatekeeper, Oriental Marbled Skipper. Just before
we go we found Oriental Meadow Brown (Pic. 27) and saw again Freyer's Purple Emperor. Not far away we
found Lang's Short-tailed Blue, Spotted Fritillary, Holly Blue. Our attention was attracted by the
magnificent Banded Darters, perched near a small stream. It was time to retire to our hotel and rest before the
transfer to the airport on the next day.

Day 9

th

Sunday 09 August

Vitosha Mt.
Weather: sunny and very hot (35ºC).
We took the road to Sofia, and after we escorted Maire to the airport, Nick and I had enough time for one last

stop. We had half an hour, that we dedicated to Dusky Large Blue, after that we went to the airport and to meet
again in the coming years.
The tour total came to 91 butterfly species, including all target species within a week holiday spent in some of the
most interesting sites of the Balkans.

Pic.1. At Galichitsa Mts. Left to right: standing Maire, Mats, Monica, Leif, Laura, Lars-Olof, Anita,
Dobromir; Nick, Mario

Pic.2. False Grayling (Arethusana arethusa)

Pic.3. Dusky Large Blue (Maculinea nausithous)

Pic.4. Little Tiger Blue (Tarucus balkanicus)

Pic.5. Tree Grayling (Hipparchia statilinus)

Pic.6. Krueper's Small White (Pieris krueperi)

Pic.7. Grey Asian Grayling (Pseudochazara geyeri)

Pic.8. Meleager’s Blue (Polyommatus daphnis)

Pic.9. Apollo (Parnassius apollo)

Pic.10. Grecian Anomalous Blue (Polyommatus
aroaniensis)

Pic.11. Damon Blue (Polyommatus damon)

Pic.12. Sandy Grizzled Skipper (Pyrgus cinarae)

Фиг.13. Dusky Meadow Brown (Hyponephele
lycaon)

Pic.14. Eros Blue (Polyommatus eros)

Pic.15. Balkan Marbled White (Melanargia larissa)

Pic.16. Niobe Fritillary (Argynnis niobe)

Pic.17. Macedonian Grayling (Pseudochazara
cingovskii)

Pic.18. Eastern Greenish Black-tip (Euchloe penia)

Pic.19. Blue Argus (Plebejus anteros)

Pic.20. Eastern Baton Blue (Pseudophilotes vicrama)

Pic.21. Lang's Short-tailed Blue (Leptotes pirithous)

Pic.22. Two-tailed Pasha (Charaxes jasius)

Pic.23. Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus marshalli)

Pic.24. Lesser Fiery Copper (Lycaena thersamon)

Pic.25. Large Copper (Lycaena dispar)

Pic.26. Southern White Admiral (Limenitis reducta)

Pic.27. Oriental Meadow Brown (Hyponephele
lupina)

