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Saturday 30 July - Sunday 07 August 2016
Trip report by Dr. Mario Langourov
Tour leader:

Dr. Mario Langourov1

Tour participants:

Mrs. Jane Katherine Martin
Mr. Andy Daw
Mr. John Walford
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Bulgaria, 30 – 31 July and 06 – 07 August 2016
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Macedonia, 01 – 03 August
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Greece, 04 – 05 August

Day 1

th

Saturday 30 July

Bulgaria – Outbound from Sofia; en route to Rila Monastery.
Weather: sunny with some clouds, hot (34ºC).
About noon I met the group at the airport and we set off to a river valley, near Sofia. There, among the fresh
greenery, we found relatively common species such as Green-veined White, Holly Blue, Red Admiral,
Speckled Wood. And for the entire tour we saw several types only there - Reverdin's Blue, Ringlet, Dingy
Skipper. Interesting are species with limited distribution, including Mountain Small White, Map Butterfly
(Pic. 1), Pearly Heath. Numerous were Common Gliders, and on a convenient place for photographing we
found a mating pair (Pic. 2). We headed to our first hotel and when we swerved off the main road, we
stopped again and significantly enriched the list of the day with Peacock, Comma, Gatekeeper, Small
Skipper. On the high grass and branches of bushes we saw several Lulworth Skippers, and near the stream
were landed Zephyr Blue and Chapman's Blue. Lattice Brown looked for the deep shadows on the rocks,
while beside them in its typical flight passed Krueper's Small White. Chequered Blue (Pic. 3) prefered to be
near its food plants and on the ground whizzed False Graylings. After almost an hour we set off to the hotel,
where we had dinner on the terrace in the evening coolness and the roar of sparkling mountain river.

Day 2

st

Sunday 31 July

Kresna Gorge; Macedonia – Ohrid Lake.
Weather: sunny and hot to very hot (~36ºC).
Our first goal for the day was Kresna Gorge, where on the flowers several Swallowtail and Scarce
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Swallowtail welcomed us, and soon around us flew several Common Gliders. On the road landed Spotted
Fritillary and patrolling Sooty Coppers. Undoubtedly, most numerous and diverse here were Blues. On one
of the meadows we saw the flowering Horehound, very attractive for a number of species - Little Tiger Blue
(Pic. 4), Eastern Baton Blue, Short-tailed Blue, Long-tailed Blue, Lang's Short-tailed Blue. While walking
and shooting it was time to continue ... We enjoyed a pleasant lunch in the shade of centuries old Oriental
Plane trees over the foaming Struma river and took en route to Macedonia. After crossing the border we
stopped in a roadside village. Before we retire to the comfort of the hotel and enjoy the dinner, we took a
short walk along the Ohrid lake.

Day 3

st

Monday 01 August

Galichitsa Mt.
Weather: sunny and warm (28ºC).
After breakfast we headed to Galichitsa mountain and we devoted the day to a carefull exploring of the
various areas in the mountain and of course – one of our goal species, Grey Asian Grayling. Sure, we took
time to admire the panoramic view - from here you can see the Ohrid and Prespa Lakes. The weather was
great and soon we saw our first Grey Asian Graylings (Pic. 5). They posed perfectly on the flowers of thyme,
stones and bare ground, even we saw some copulating couples. After them we payed our attention to other
inhabitants – many of Silver-spotted Skippers, Meleager's Blue, we found also Apollo (Pic. 6), Balkan
Marbled White, Great Sooty Satyr, Dusky Meadow Brown (Pic. 7). On the branches of bushes and flowers
of thyme were Blue-spot Hairstreak, Sloe Hairstreak, Ilex Hairstreak. The beautiful area provided us a great
conditions for a picnic lunch and beside us the butterflies were abundant - Brimstone, Berger's Clouded
Yellow, Mountain Small White, Damon Blue (Pic. 8), Chalk-hill Blue, Eastern Rock Grayling (Pic. 9).
Many of them accumulated in humid sites, where greedily sucked salts, and flowers of Elders were
competing spots for Southern White Admirals, Silver-washed Fritillary, Dark Green Fritillary. We moved to
the mountain meadows in the higher area, where we met more Osiris Blue, Little Blue, Spotted Fritillary,
Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Esper's Marbled White (Pic. 10), Woodland Grayling and several Golden Skippers,
among several single and low trees I saw Lesser Lattice Brown (Pic. 11) flying between the branches. We
finished the day in a secluded mountain valley, nestled among the trees, with numerous of Scarce Coppers
(Pic. 12). Along them we found Southern Small White, Turquoise Blue, Mazarine Blue, Mountain Argus,
Adonis Blue, Sandy Grizzled Skipper, Weaver's Fritillary. Here together were Anomalous Blue and Grecian
Anomalous Blue, and the tips of the Cross Gentian were laden with Alcon Blue eggs. After returning to the
hotel before I retire to my room, I noticed that the engine oil flows. It turned out that the crankcase is drilled
and we need vehicle service.

Day 4

nd

Tuesday 02 August

Galichitsa Mt.
Weather: sunny, still & warm (25ºC).
Thanks to the responsiveness of the manager and the hotel staff since yesterday everything is prepared for the
bus repair and for the participants I provided a boat trip on the springs of the Ohrid lake. They liked the
possibility of a half free day a lot, so I took to vehicle service in town of Struga. The day was a national
holiday in the country and everything was closed, but this service is Albanian and craftsmen immediately
took up our vehicle. In the early afternoon I returned with the repaired bus and offered to head somewhere,
but participants prefered to rest. After the pleasant boat trip they visited the surroundings of the springs,
covered with dense vegetation, among which nestled small clearings. I also had the opportunity to walk
around and see the species, that they observed in the morning. In the surroundings along with ordinary Scarce
Swallowtail, Brimstone, Wood White, Small Copper, Holly Blue, Silver-studded Blue, Red Admiral, Painted
Lady, Comma, High Brown Fritillary, Queen of Spain Fritillary there were some interesting species like
Balkan Grayling, Lattice Brown, Long-tailed Blue, Lang's Short-tailed Blue, Meleager's Blue, Mallow
Skipper, Marbled Skipper (Pic. 13). From the hotel terrace on the dinner we enjoyed the magnificent sunset

over the lake.

Day 5

rd

Wednesday 03 August

Babuna Mt; Dojran Lake; Greece – Kerkini Lake.
Weather: sunny and warm to hot, still (25ºC÷32ºC).
It was time for our transfer to Kerkini Lake, a stop for our next goal – the Greek coast. So after breakfast we
took the road, but first we visited the slopes of Babuna mountain, where we met various of Graylings,
including Hermit, Great Banded Grayling and False Grayling, and numerous of Mountain Small White. A
little later we saw the first of many Macedonian Grayling (Pic. 14), alongside it flew Eastern Greenish Blacktip (Pic. 15) and Balkan Marbled White. Among the surrounding vegetation and on the flowers we saw more
Blue Argus (Pic. 16), Eastern Baton Blue, Amanda's Blue, Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Orbed Red Underwing
(Hungarian) Skipper. When the heat was unbearable we went to a cool restaurant nearby, and then we
continued our way to Greece. Before crossing the border we stopped on the shore of Dojran Lake to stretch
our legs and devote time to dragonflies. Among the half-dozen species undoubtedly the most interesting was
extremely rare and local Bladetail (Pic. 17). We set off to the hotel with nice panoramic view to the Kerkini
lake.

Day 6

th

Thursday 04 August

Kerkini Lake; Halkidiki Peninsula – Sithonia.
Weather: sunny and hot, still (28ºC÷32ºC).
We spent the time before breakfast in a walk to the Lake, observing a number of waders - Egrets, Herons,
Spoonbills, Glossy Ibis, Pigmy Cormorants, Dalmatian and White Pelicans, different Gulls and Terns. After
breakfast, we started from the shores of the lake, where among the coastal vegetation we saw many Lang's
Short-tailed Blue, Long-tailed Blue (Pic. 18), Small Copper, Short-tailed Blue, and a number of dragonfly
species. We found one of our target species here - Large Copper (Pic. 19). We moved to dry and covered
with Mediterranean vegetation slopes where our attention was attracted by Freyer's Grayling (Pic. 20), and
along the thorns we saw Little Tiger Blue and Mallow Skipper. We had lunch in the pleasant coolness of
roadside restaurant and it was time to go to the hotel, picturesquely situated on the Mediterranean coast. Once
we arrived, we headed directly to the spot, where we could meet the impressive Two-tailed Pasha. The next
two hours we spent together with a dozen exemplars, shooting and enjoying this very attractive butterfly.
Alongside we found Eastern Bath White, Southern White Admiral (Pic. 21), Painted Lady. Before dinner we
chilled in the gorgeous bay of the hotel. We had dinner on the beach under the gentle rustle of splashing
small ripples.

Day 7

th

Friday 05 August

Halkidiki Peninsula – Sithonia.
Weather: sunny and hot to very hot (35ºC).
We started the day with exploring the western part of the peninsula, where in partially dry river valley I
hoped to find Cleopatra. Alas, no luck with it, but we found extremely rare Pigmy Skipper (Pic. 22), and that
were several exemplars. Near the rest of river patroled and flew several types of dragonflies, among them it is
worth to note Spotted Darter. Generally in this time of year Halkidiki Peninsula is relatively poor in
butterflies, but we saw Nettle-Tree Butterfly (Pic. 23), Swallowtail, Scarce Swallowtail, Lang's Short-tailed
Blue, Mallow Skipper. En route we stop to admire the beautiful site, offering exceptional views of the sea
and whimsical curves of the shoreline with several small islands. We varied the menu for lunch in a pizzeria
with a giant-sized pizzas and while we wait them on the pelargoniums (Pelargonium cultivars) I found

several specimens of invasive Geranium Bronze (Pic. 24) and many eggs. After lunch we headed back to the
overgrowth of Strawberry tree, a food plant for our main goal here - Two-tailed Pasha (Pic. 25), we were
there until the end of the day in an effort to achieve the desired shots from different angles and in different
compositions. Extremely happy with the success we had the time to go again in the sea coolness, and on the
pelargoniums in the hotel we found larvae of Geranium Bronze. Dinner on the beach and we retired for
deserved rest.

Day 8

th

Saturday 06 August

Bulgaria – Southern Struma Valley; Papaztchair.
Weather: sunny and very hot (40ºC); in the mountain - sunny with some clouds, warm (25ºC).
Back to Bulgaria and after we crossed the border we had lunch at a roadside restaurant and started to explore
the southern parts of Struma Valley. By one of its tributaries butterflies are so many and extremely diverse Lesser Fiery Copper (Pic. 26), Large Copper, Little Tiger Blue, Short-tailed Blue, Amanda's Blue, Map
Butterfly, Lesser Spotted Fritillary (Pic. 27), Gatekeeper, Eastern Bath White, Wood White. Because of the
unbearable heat, we decided to retire in the cool of the mountain. Not far from the mountain pass near a creek
we met Blue Argus, Grizzled Skipper, Hungarian Skipper, around us flew Silver-washed Fritillary. Our
attention was attracted by many of Blues, landed on the wet sand. Here we manage to count half a dozen
species, including local Higgin's Anomalous Blue, the similar Ripart's Anomalous Blue and Turquoise Blue,
Meleager's Blue (Pic. 28), Chalk-hill Blue, Adonis Blue, Common Blue. Just before we go, Jane and Andy
saw and Brown Hairstreak. It was time to retire to our hotel and rest before the transfer to Sofia on the next
day.

Day 9

th

Sunday 07 August

Vitosha Mt.
Weather: sunny and warm (28ºC).
We took the road to Sofia, but before the flight we had enough time for a last stop on the place where we
could meet Dusky Large Blue. We faced with Great Banded Grayling and False Grayling (Pic. 29), Painted
Lady and soon we saw the first Dusky Large Blue (Pic. 30). About an hour we dedicated the species and we
observed more Sooty Copper, Long-tailed Blue, Silver-studded Blue, Knapweed Fritillary, Heath Fritillary,
Dryad. After that we went to the airport, we said good bye hoping to meet again in the coming years.
The tour total came with a week spent in some of the most interesting sites of the Balkans and impressive
110 butterfly species, including all target species.

Pic.1. Map Butterfly (Araschnia levana)

Pic.2. Common Glider (Neptis sappho)

Pic.3. Chequered Blue (Scolitantides orion)

Pic.4. Little Tiger Blue (Tarucus balkanicus)

Pic.5. Grey Asian Grayling (Pseudochazara geyeri)

Pic.6. Apollo (Parnassius apollo)

Pic.7. Dusky Meadow Brown (Hyponephele lycaon)

Pic.8. Damon Blue (Polyommatus damon)

Pic.9. Eastern Rock Grayling (Hipparchia syriaca)

Pic.10. Esper's Marbled White (Melanargia russiae)

Pic.11. Lesser Lattice Brown (Kirinia climene)

Pic.12. Scarce Coppers (Lycaena virgaureae)

Pic.13. Marbled Skipper (Carcharodus lavatherae)

Pic.14. Macedonian Grayling (Pseudochazara
cingovskii)

Pic.15. Eastern Greenish Black-tip (Euchloe penia)

Фиг.16. Blue Argus (Plebejus anteros)

Pic.17. Bladetail (Lindenia tetraphylla)

Pic.18. Long-tailed Blue (Lampides boeticus)

Pic.19. Large Copper (Lycaena dispar)

Pic.20. Freyer’s Grayling (Hipparchia fatua)

Pic.21. Southern White Admiral (Limenitis reducta)

Pic.22. Pigmy Skipper (Gegenes pumilio)

Pic.23. Nettle-Tree Butterfly (Libythea celtis)

Pic.24. Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus marshalli)

Pic.25. Two-tailed Pasha (Charaxes jasius)

Pic.26. Lesser Fiery Copper (Lycaena thersamon)

Pic.27. Lesser Spotted Fritillary (Melitaea trivia)

Pic.28. Meleager's Blue (Meleageria daphnis)

Pic.29. False Grayling (Arethusana arethusa)

Pic.30. Dusky Large Blue (Maculinea nausithous)

