Scarce Butterflies
nd

th

Tuesday 02 - Saturday 13 June 2015
Trip report by Dr. Mario Langourov

Tour leader:

Dr. Mario Langourov1

Tour participants:

Mr. Kenneth Bailey
Mrs. Valerie Penny
Mr. Herman Damman
Mr. Trevor Hatton
Mrs. Aline Roberts
Mr. John Leonard Roberts
Mrs. Joan Alred
Mr. David Alred
Mr. Andrew Brown
Mr. Antony Moore

nd

th

Bulgaria, 02 –13 June 2015
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Monday 01 June
Outbound from Sofia via Danube Plain.
Weather: sunny and warm, dry, still (~ 24ºC).
After we met Ken, Valerie and Herman at Sofia airport, we set off to Veliki Preslav, where is our slip stop to
Varna - Omurtag's Bridge. But before we arrived we had time for one stop to refresh ourselves, to rest a bit
and to enjoy the sunny weather. Nice dinner in the restaurant under the open sky with the murmur of a nearby
river and the song of nightingales.
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Day 1

Tuesday 02 June

Patleyna Forest; Varna Airport – Kamentsi.
Weather: sunny and warm, dry, still (~ 26ºC).
With three already arrived, we decided to spend a few hours in the forest Patleina and later to pick up the
other participants in the tour from Asakovo airport. Here we saw mostly Hairstreak - Blue-spot, Sloe; and
also Chequered Blue, Knapweed Fritillary. We also had to buy products for the cook in our first hotel, so we
stopped at a big market chain in Shumen. At the airport we found out , that the flight had almost an hour
dalay and after arriving, we headed to Dobrich for a late lunch. Too much time has passed and we decided to
head to Kamentsi village to our first base – complex “Choban mahala” (Shepherd's hamlet), where some can
relax and impatients was able to emerge from their house to fall right through the limestone dry valley,
overgrown with bushes. For a while we admired the mating dance of passion between two wrapped around
each other Large Whip Snakes. The hotel consists of individual cottages, that are scattered among the sea of
lawn and flowers – all of this is skillfully woven into the surrounding karst landscape. While having a dinner
at the wide veranda of the restaurant, surrounded by a few vines, we got to know each other.
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All photos in this report were taken during the holiday by ©Mario Langourov
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Day 2

Wednesday 03 June

Suha Reka Valley.
Weather: sunny till midafternoon, than heavy rain & T-storm; hot (30ºC).
Оur main goal for the day was the valley of Suha reka, and we first headed to the Scarce Fritillaries site (Pic.
2), they were everywhere around–nectaring on the blossoms of the elder and most patrolling males on the
leaves of the surrounding trees. Because the bus was too big and couldn’t enter the valley, I had to carry the
products for the lunch and store them under the thick shadows of the forest. In the side valleys we found
Tufted Marbled Skipper, Eastern Dappled White, Scarce Copper, Cardinal, Orange Tip. After we enjoyed a
picnic lunch under the shadows a few big trees we started to explore the surrounding slopes where besides
the above species we also found Provençal Short Tailed Blue, Large Copper, Twin-spot Fritillary (Pic. 3),
Adonis Blue. Next to a little stream and some small puddles we noted the first dragonflies for the tour
– Southern Skimmer, Broad-bodied Chaser, Small Bluetail, Azure Damselfly.
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Day 3

Thursday 04 June

Voynovo Reservoir; Sveshtari Thracian Tombs.
Weather: sunny till midafternoon, than heavy rain & T-storm; hot (30ºC).
After breakfast we set off to our next base – hotel complex Ostrovche. it wasn't long before we stopped to
take a look at the meadows of Voynovo village. Here besides Eastern Festoon, Chequered Blue (Pic. 4),
Lesser Spotted Fritillary most numerous are Green-veined White and Silver Studded Blue. On a profusely
blooming bush by the roadside were landing clouds of Marbled Fritillary, and on the road sucks salts Eastern
Baton Blue (Pic. 5). We enjoyed a nice lunch in Isperih town combining business with pleasure –some of
the group used the wi-fi internet connection in the restaurant. We headed to the meadows around the town
and hoped to find Freyer's Fritillary. Rain clouds quickly gathered above us and it wasn’t long before the first
deafening thunders were heard. Just before the storm we could find Weaver’s Fritillary, Dark Green
Fritillary, Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper, Chestnut Heath, and among humidity-loving vegetation – and Ornate
Bluet. With the first big drops of rain we successfully get to the bus and there was nothing we could to do
but set off to the hotel complex Ostrovche, nicely nestled among the oak trees of an old forest, away from
the noise of the civilization.
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Day 4

Friday 05 June

N of Razgrad; N of Kotel; near Zheravna Village.
Weather: rain; cloudy and windy, cool to warm (16ºC-24ºC).
Today our goal is the area near Razgrad town, where among other species over a century ago and Woodland
Brown could be found. Wellaway, the weather was not favorable to us, and wherever we went in the area
heavy rain poured over us ... The sky was blackened and stooped and there were no prospects of
improvement, for that reason we headed south to the chain of Stara planina mountain. In a short span we
made a picnic lunch on a meadow in the northern foot of the mountain and we continued to the picturesque
Renaissance Zheravna village. After a short refreshment in the hotel, despite the gloomy sky, we went for a
walk along the cobblestone streets among old wooden houses of the village, that together with its
surroundings is proclaimed an architectural reserve. It was very windy and besides the sun we saw only
Large Copper (Pic. 6), Mazarine Blue, Silver-studded Blue and Common Blue.
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Day 5

Saturday 06 June

Near Zheravna Village; Kotel Pass.
Weather: sunny but windy, warm (17ºC-24ºC).
It's also too windy today but there is still significant activity at covenantal places. In search of Tessellated
Skipper we turn our attention to the flowering meadows of Stara Planina mountain. On flowers here alight
various of Fritillaries, including Twin-spot, Lesser Spotted и Marbled, we saw around and Russian Heath,
Eros Blue (Pic. 7), Amanda’s Blue, Large Wall Brown, Yellow-banded Skipper, Black-Veined Whites.
Particularly numerous on the blooming Geraniums are Geranium Argus (Pic. 8), which become the main
attraction. After the light lunch in the hotel, we decided to go to one of the habitats of another very rare
species - Spinose Skipper. Stripped places preferred by him are unfortunately too windy and we didn’t have
success. After all we found Sooty Copper, Purple-shot Copper (Pic. 9), Idas Blue, Green Hairstreak, Dingy
Skipper, Orbed Red Underwing (Hungarian) Skipper, Large Grizzled Skipper. Before we headed to the hotel,
we had time for a brief stop in Kotel Pass. The search of known from previous years seedlings gave no result,
but Birthwort leaves are abundant Southern Festoon larvae, and we saw around Eastern Wood White, Pearly
Heath, Knapweed Fritillary, Glanville Fritillary.
th

Day 6

Sunday 07 June

Near Ichera Village; Stara Planina Mt - Sinite Kamani (The Blue Stones) Nature Park.
Weather: sunny but windy, warm (20ºC-25ºC).
After the breakfast we headed to the Balkan Mountains and Nature Park “Sinite Kamyni” – The Blue Stones
to look for some mountain species. Even at the foot of the park we stopped of meadows, where particularly
numerous are Marsh Fritillary and Large Copper. Alongside them we found - washed Fritillary, Queen of
Spain Fritillary, Painted Lady. Special interest is simultaneously finding both species Eastern Festoon (Pic.
10) and Southern Festoon, which typically have different terms of flight. Going to the high zone of the
mountain, we encountered Clouded Apollo (Pic. 11), Small Tortoiseshell, Holly Blue, Woodland Ringlet
(Pic. 12), Blue Argus (Pic. 13). After a picnic lunch in a pavilion with panoramic view we continued to the
rocky walls in the high mountains. Here is pretty windy, but we took photos of Yellow-banded Skipper,
Scarce Swallowtail, Large White, Niobe Fritillary, Russian Heath (Pic. 14). After we were at the hotel,
Antony, who today stayed in Zheravna, surprised us with the news that, he shot Tessellated Skipper!
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Day 7

Monday 08 June

Zheravna; Stara Planina Mt - Sinite Kamani Nature Park; Black Sea Coast - Poda Reserve.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods, breezy but warm (~ 23ºC).
Before we take on the road (in front of us is to transfer our Southern Black Sea Coast), decided to try and
the rest of the group also to see and to photograph Tessellated Skipper (Pic. 15). Our efforts were crowned
with success and we quietly transitioned our attention to the low mountain part of the National Park “Sinite
kamyni” The Blue Stones, where we can find a number of southern species. Our expectations were justified
and here we saw Krueper's Small White, Southern Small White, Iolas Blue (Pic. 16), Long-tailed Blue,
Nettle-Tree Butterfly (Pic. 17), Large Tortoiseshell, Marbled Skipper. After a leisurely lunch at a roadside
restaurant we continued our journey to the southeast, steeply descending on the forested mountain slopes.
While crossing the traffic of Burgas in the late afternoon we stopped at the protected area Poda - paradise for
waterfowl birds, located only on a stone's throw from the big city. This has greatly increased our list of
birds -pelicans, various herons, ibises, spoonbills, gulls and terns, but certainly the biggest interest was
caused by the cormorants nesting at abandoned electric poles. The flowering Elders had a colorful array of
butterflies, including Grecian Copper, Small Copper, Oriental Marbled Skipper, Spotted Fritillary, Peacock.
We reported strong growth in our list of dragonflies, which was the harbinger of what was expecting us over

the next few days. We barely managed to break away from this beautiful nook and we passed fast on
the scenic coastal road the kilometers to Primorsko, where is situated our hotel.
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Day 8

Tuesday 09 June

South Black Sea Coast; Veleka River.
Weather: sunny with cloudy periods, breezy and hot (~ 29ºC).
The day started with two short stops near the bay of the sea, which produced Grecian Copper (Pic. 18),
Great Banded Grayling, Marbled White, Blue-spot Hairstreak and many others. We managed to find our
elusive Freyer's Fritillary (Pic. 19), but finding the Mountain Small White on the seacoast, just shows how
irrelevant are sometimes their English names. When the heat became unbearable we went to Veleka River,
where under the shadow of the river side gazebo we had our picnic and set off to the river mouth. Our goals
here were two –at one side at this place you can find Large Chequered Skipper, and on the other side Freyer's
Purple Emperor. Not long after we found our target - Large Chequered Skipper (Pic. 20), posing wonderful
front of the cameras. In the late afternoon among the branches of a tree we found and Freyer's Purple
Emperor, along with a whole host Large Coppers. We took pictures at some very large and photogenic
Marsh Frogs and dragonflies – Scarce Chaser, Eastern Spectre.
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Day 9

Wednesday 10 June

Near Stomopolu Marsh; Strandzha Mt – Popovi Skali & Silkosia Reserve.
Weather: sunny and hot, PM torrential rain (~ 30ºC).
We set off to wards Stradzha mountain and first decided to check the nearby swamp Stomopolu, placed
right next to Primorsko. Among the trees flyed and landed on the stems Lattice Brown (Pic. 21), and on the
flowers we saw Ilex Hairstreak, Sloe Hairstreak, Silver-washed Fritillary. We reached the inside of the
mountain and in the area Popovi skali we stop for a longer walk which brought us Lesser Spotted Fritillary
(Pic. 22), High Brown Fritillary, Swallowtail, and irrevocable Grecian Copper. Me and Andrew were
surprised and managed to take a picture and the largest European lizard - European Glass Lizard. Under the
shadow of riparian poplars we enjoyed the picnic lunch and then we moved to our next site – Silkosia
reserve. Here are found many dragonflies with very limited distribution - Turkish Goldenring, Balkan
Emerald, Common Clubtail, but it began to drizzle and soon was real downpour. We had no choice but to
head to the next hotel, located in a pristine nature and situate ponds and attractive dragonflies reservoir.
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Day 10

Thursday 11 June

Strandzha Mt – Bosna, Mladezhka & Veleka Rivers.
Weather: sunny and hot, still; PM clouds (~ 30ºC).
The whole day was dedicated to the insides of Strandzha mountain. We decided to start with Bosna ridge
and then to move south. In this part we found Lesser Marbled Fritillary, Spotted Fritillary, Ilex Hairstreak,
Pearly Heath and others. Our next aim was the valley of Mladezhka river where we added to the list Eastern
Wood White, Red Admiral and the extremely local Assmann's Fritillary (Pic. 23), but the greatest attraction
are few Freyer's Purple Emperor (Pic. 24), sucked salt along river. After a picnic lunch we headed to the
largest river in Strandzha – Veleka river. The heat was pressing the ground and only single butterflies were
seen, but amongst them were Eastern Baton Blue and Lulworth Skipper, so we pointed our attention to the
orchids and the dragonflies - – Odalisque (Pic. 25), Small Spreadwing, Blue-eyed Hawker, Small Pincertail.
We didn’t forget the now traditional group photo (Pic. 1). The last stop for the day was next to a little
fountain, where Fritillaries and Skippers were crowding around on the flowering plants. We went back to

the hotel, situated in the insides of the mountain and we had dinner and a rest before the long transfer on
the next day.
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Day 11

Friday 12 June

Besaparian Hills.
Weather: sunny and very hot, still (~ 32ºC).
We headed west to our last base before the end of the tour –Bratsigovo town. We stopped at a
roadside restaurant for our lunch and in the early afternoon we reached Besaparian limestone hills.
Here we had time to thoroughly look almost the bare ground, whose monotony is broken only by
rare raspers and flowering plants around them. On the blossoms and on the surrounding stones we found
set of colorful butterflies - Eastern Bath White, Berger's Clouded Yellow, Blue-spot Hairstreak (Pic. 26),
Small Blue, Osiris Blue (Pic. 27), Tufted Marbled Skipper and only for tour Chapman's Blue and The
Hermit. Unfortunately, there was no sign of Little Tiger Blue. After we checked in at the hotel we
had time for refreshing drinks before the farewell dinner, and Herman continued to Sofia, because
he had early-morning flight.
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Day 12

Saturday 13 June

Iskar Valley - Vedena.
Weather: sunny and hot, still (~ 30ºC)
We set off on the highway to Sofia and the June sun cheerful smiled down on us. We headed to the valley of
Iskar river, not far away from the capital. The place repayed us with Poplar Admiral (Pic. 28), White
Admiral, Common Glider, Hungarian Glider (Pic. 29), Map Butterfly, Heath Fritillary, Comma, Chequered
Blue, Amanda’s Blue. We enjoyed a farewell lunch near the murmur of the small waterfall and managed to
spend a little more time on the surroundings and saw Clouded Apollo, Orange-Tip, Green Hairstreak, Greenunderside Blue, Dingy Skipper.
The finally balance was 115 butterfly species, more than 15 species of dragonflies, a number of birds,
orchids and other wild flowers.

Pic.1. At Veleka River. Left to right: Valerie, Aline, John, Trevor, David, Antony, Andrew, Herman, Joan,
Valyo (our driver), Ken, Mario

Pic.2. Scarce Fritillary (Euphydryas maturna)

Pic.3. Twin-spot Fritillary (Brenthis hecate)

Pic.4. Chequered Blue (Scolitantides orion)

Pic.5. Eastern Baton Blue (Pseudophilotes vicrama)

Pic.6. Large Copper (Lycaena dispar)

Pic.7. Eros Blue (Polyommatus eros)

Pic.8. Geranium Argus (Plebejus eumedon)

Pic.9. Purple-shot Copper (Lycaena alciphron)

Pic.10. Eastern Festoon (Zerynthia cerisyi)

Pic.11. Clouded Apollo (Parnassius mnemosyne)

Pic.12. Woodland Ringlet (Erebia medusa)

Pic.13. Blue Argus (Plebejus anteros)

Pic.14. Russian Heath (Coenonympha leander)

Фиг.15. Tessellated Skipper (Muschampia tessellum)

Pic.16. Iolas Blue (Glaucopsyche iolas)

Pic.17. Nettle-Tree Butterfly (Libythea celtis)

Pic.18. Grecian Copper (Lycaena ottomana)

Pic.19. Freyer's Fritillary (Melitaea arduinna)

Pic.20. Large Chequered Skipper (Heteropterus
morpheus)

Pic.21. Lattice Brown (Kirinia roxelana)

Pic.22. Lesser Spotted Fritillary (Melitaea trivia)

Pic.23. Assmann's Fritillary (Melitaea britomartis)

Pic.24. Freyer's Purple Emperor (Apatura metis)

Pic.25. Odalisque (Epallage fatime)

Pic.26. Blue-spot Hairstreak (Satyrium spini)

Pic.27. Osiris Blue (Cupido osiris)

Pic.28. Poplar Admiral (Limenitis populi)

Pic.29. Hungarian Glider (Neptis rivularis)

